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Introduction 

The Office of Criminal Justice Statistics collects data on all fatal officer-involved shootings in Oklahoma. For 

purposes of this report, a fatal officer-involved shooting is defined as the discharge of a service weapon by an 

officer that results in the death of a civilian. This reports includes descriptive data and a summary of events 

surrounding fatal officer-involved shootings in Oklahoma for 2016. 

Methodology 

Research staff collect data from multiple sources for each death including media reports, online searches, and 

Supplementary Homicide Reports from the Federal Bureau of Investigation. The Oklahoma State Department of 

Health (OSDH) also assists research staff with identifying and collecting information about each death. Once a 

fatal officer-involved shooting is identified, research staff requests an autopsy report from the Oklahoma Office 

of the Chief Medical Examiner (OCME). Each year, research staff publish a summary report that provides 

descriptive data, circumstances surrounding the incident, weapons used by either the decedent or law 

enforcement during the incident, and other behaviors of both the decedent and law enforcement during the 

incident.  

Findings 

In 2016, 26 fatal officer-involved shootings occurred in Oklahoma. The average age of the decedents was 44 – 

the youngest was 21, and the oldest was 72. All decedents were male. Sixteen decedents were white, four were 

black, three were American Indian, and three were Hispanic. The highest number of deaths occurred in Tulsa 

County (7), followed by Oklahoma County (4), and Grady County (2). Eleven deaths occurred in Oklahoma 

City (4) and Tulsa (7). In the majority of incidents (54%), law enforcement made initial contact with the 

decedent because of a citizen request (e.g., criminal or suspicious behaviors). In another 27% of incidents, law 

enforcement made initial contact with the decedent during a traffic stop (see table 1). 

During the incident, 42% of decedents attempted to escape or flee to elude law enforcement. Decedents 

attempted to barricade themselves or initiate a standoff during 19% of incidents. The decedent verbally 

threatened others in 15% of incidents. In almost 12% of incidents, the decedent attempted to grab, hit, or kick 

law enforcement. Finally, in almost 8% of incidents the decedent attempted to gain possession of an officer’s 

weapon.   
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Table 1. Fatal Officer-Involved Shootings, 2016   

Date Sex Race/Ethnicity Age City County Manner of Death 

010/4/2016 M Black 22 Oklahoma City Oklahoma Homicide 

01/21/2016 M Black 39 Eufaula McIntosh Homicide 

02/03/2016 M White 53 Okmulgee Okmulgee Homicide 

04/15/2016 M White 52 Cache Comanche Homicide 

05/11/2016 M White 69 Byng Pontotoc Homicide 

05/25/2016 M White 43 Oklahoma City Oklahoma Homicide 

06/07/2016 M White 25 Wagoner Wagoner Homicide 

06/15/2016 M White 43 Tulsa Tulsa Homicide 

06/24/2016 M Hispanic 42 Oklahoma City Oklahoma Homicide 

07/06/2016 M White 65 Rush Springs Grady Homicide 

07/09/2016 M Black 40 Broken Bow McCurtain Homicide 

07/17/2016 M White 43 Tulsa Tulsa Homicide 

07/18/2016 M White 56 Tulsa Tulsa Homicide 

08/12/2016 M American Indian 49 Tahlequah Cherokee Homicide 

09/16/2016 M Black 40 Tulsa Tulsa Homicide 

10/08/2016 M American Indian 39 Wetumka Hughes Homicide 

10/18/2016 M Hispanic 42 Tulsa Tulsa Homicide 

10/21/2016 M White 58 Tulsa Tulsa Homicide 

10/27/2016 M White 36 Bartlesville Washington Homicide 

10/30/2016 M White 38 Butler Custer Homicide 

11/05/2016 M White 36 Okemah Okfuskee Homicide 

11/13/2016 M Hispanic 21 Oklahoma City Oklahoma Homicide 

11/19/2016 M White 56 Chickasha Grady Homicide 

12/18/2016 M White 72 Tulsa Tulsa Homicide 

12/21/2016 M White 25 Burns Flat Washita Homicide 

12/21/2016 M American Indian 31 Ponca City Kay Homicide 
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Case Descriptions 

This section includes a brief description of events surrounding each incident. 

January 4, 2016 

Law enforcement responded to a home invasion in Oklahoma City. The first officer on scene spotted the suspect 

and attempted to make contact with him. Noticing the suspect was armed, the officer drew his weapon and fired 

a shot. The suspect ran from the scene and was later discovered with a gunshot wound at an apartment complex 

a few blocks away from the crime scene. The suspect died at the scene. 

January 21, 2016 

A 39-year-old man died from gunshot wounds sustained during a shoot-out with law enforcement. He had 

robbed a bank in Eufaula earlier in the day. During the bank robbery, the suspect shot and killed the bank 

president and took a hostage. Law enforcement pursued the suspect in a vehicle chase that ended outside of 

town when an Oklahoma Highway Patrol trooper performed a tactical maneuver to disable the suspect’s 

vehicle. The suspect opened fire on the trooper. Law enforcement fired back. The suspect died at the scene. 

February 3, 2016 

A 53-year-old man was shot after he opened fire on law enforcement. The suspect had crashed a semi-truck into 

a pond, refusing to exit the truck. The suspect began shooting at law enforcement, so law enforcement returned 

fire. The suspect died at the scene.  

April 15, 2016 

A 52-year-old Cache man died from a gunshot wound after he refused to drop his gun and pointed it at law 

enforcement. Deputies responded to a call regarding a suicidal subject who reportedly had a gun and was 

making threatening statements toward law enforcement. After he was talked out of a bedroom, the decedent 

failed to follow orders and pointed his gun at the deputies. 

May 11, 2016 

Law enforcement responded to a call regarding a 69-year-old suicidal man, armed with an assault rifle and a 

handgun. Upon arriving at the scene, officers order the man to drop the rifle. The man opened fire on the patrol 

car and fled the scene in a pickup truck. About one mile from the initial incident, the man crashed the truck and 

fled on foot into a wooded area. Later, as law enforcement was preparing to search for the man, he was spotted 

approaching their command post with an assault rifle. Law enforcement ordered the man to drop his gun, but he 

did not comply and turned the weapon toward officers. Officers shot the man. 

May 25, 2016 

A 43-year-old man died from a gunshot wound after he lunged at law enforcement officers with a knife. A 

group of homeless men, including the decedent, were loitering when they were approached by police officers. 

The officers instructed the men to gather their belonging and leave, but the decedent refused. The decedent 

produced a knife and made a threatening gesture toward the officers. 
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June 7, 2016 

A 25-year-old man was killed in Wagoner after he failed to pull over for a routine traffic stop and led officers 

on a 20 minute vehicle pursuit. In the process of the pursuit, the man rammed a patrol car and clipped it, 

ultimately causing the man’s vehicle to flip. When the man emerged from his vehicle, he made a threatening 

gesture as if he were holding a gun, and told officers, “You’re going to have to kill me…” Perceiving a threat, 

the officers shot the man. 

June 15, 2016 

A 43-year-old man died from gunshot wounds after he attempted to hit a law enforcement officer with his car. 

Tulsa police attempted to stop the man, who was driving a pickup truck. The man backed his truck into the 

patrol car, disabling the patrol car. The man fled the scene, but another officer pursued his vehicle through the 

area. At some point during the chase, the man backed into and disabled a second patrol car. About one mile 

from where the chase originated, an officer was laying out stop sticks. As the man approached the stop sticks, 

he swerved his vehicle toward the officer. The officer shot the man. 

June 24, 2016 

A 42-year-old Oklahoma City man was shot after he attempted to assault an officer and gain possession of the 

officer’s gun. Witnesses reported a man was vandalizing a car. With a large rock in his possession, the man 

forced his way into another vehicle in an effort to flee the scene of the vandalism. A short time later, he exited 

the vehicle and locked himself inside a business. The business owner forced him out, and the man then got on a 

metro bus. On the bus, the man took a fire extinguisher into his possession. The bus was evacuated and one 

officer entered the bus with her gun drawn. The man threw the fire extinguisher at the officer and tried to take 

the officer’s gun. As the man and the officer wrestled for the officer’s gun, another officer entered the bus and 

shot the man.  

July 6, 2016 

A 65-year-old Rush Springs man was shot by law enforcement as he approached an officer with a handgun and 

made threatening remarks. Law enforcement was responding to a domestic disturbance. When the officer 

arrived, he found the subject armed with a handgun. The man refused to comply with commands to drop the 

weapon and threatened the officer. 

July 9, 2016 

A 40-year-old Arkansas man, who was wanted in connection with a double murder, was shot after he opened 

fire on law enforcement. Officers attempted to pull over the suspect, but he refused to stop and led law 

enforcement in a vehicle pursuit. After turning down a dead-end road, the suspect exited his vehicle and shot at 

two police cars. 

July 17, 2016 

Tulsa police officers were responding to a call regarding a man threatening the caller with a knife. When law 

enforcement arrived at the home, they found a 43-year-old man in the front yard armed with a large knife. 

Officers chased the man as he fled to the backyard where they gave him commands to drop his weapon. When 
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the man refused to drop the knife, the officers tased him. The man then picked up a screwdriver and threw it at 

two officers. A third officer shot the man three times. 

July 18, 2016 

Law enforcement in Tulsa responded to a call from a woman who reported her husband was threatening her. 

When they arrived on the scene, law enforcement found a 56-year-old man armed with an ax and making 

suicidal statements. The man was ordered to drop the ax, but he did not comply and continued to approach the 

officers. One officer shot the man. 

August 12, 2016 

Law enforcement in Tahlequah were called to a disturbance involving an intoxicated man. When officers 

arrived, a 49-year-old man went into a garage and picked up a claw hammer. Law enforcement commanded the 

man to drop his weapon. The man did not comply. Law enforcement shot the man after he lunged in their 

direction.  

September 16, 2016 

Tulsa police responded to a call in reference to a stalled vehicle on the roadway.  A 40-year-old man refused to 

show his hands and attempted to reach into the vehicle through an open window. One officer tased the man and 

another officer fired her weapon, killing him.  

October 8, 2016 

A 39-year-old man was shot after he attempted to run over a police officer in Wetumka. The man led officers in 

a vehicle pursuit. Once the man was apprehended, he was handcuffed and place in the back of a police car. 

However, the man slipped out of the cuffs and exited the police car. He then got into a different law 

enforcement vehicle at the scene and drove it in the direction of an officer. The officer shot the man. 

October 18, 2016 

A 42-year-old man was shot after he forced his way into his estranged wife’s home and took a two-year-old 

child hostage in Tulsa. The man was armed with a gun. He pointed the gun at law enforcement and the hostage 

several times during the incident. Police made several requests for the man to release the hostage. The man was 

shot by a sniper when he stepped into the doorway of a balcony on the 2
nd

 floor of the home. 

October 21, 2016 

Law enforcement in Tulsa responded to a call of a man confronting people with a knife. When two officers 

arrived on the scene, they ordered the 58-year-old man to drop his weapon. The man refused to comply, so law 

enforcement tased the man. Both officers shot the man several times when he continued to act aggressively after 

being tased multiple times. 

October 27, 2016 

Officers were called to a Bartlesville home on a domestic violence call. When officers arrived at the scene, a 

woman ran from the home as a man followed and continued to physically attack her. The officers used a taser in 

an effort to stop the 36-year-old man, but the taser had no affect on him. The man began to assault one of the 
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officers. The officer fired his gun at the man, wounding him. The man was taken to the hospital, where he later 

died. 

October 30, 2016 

A 38-year-old man died from gunshot wounds following a shootout with law enforcement. The man had been 

the subject of a week-long crime spree and manhunt. The Dewey County sheriff noticed a flat-bed truck 

dragging a chain. The sheriff pulled over the vehicle and the driver shot at him with an AK-47 selective-fire 

assault rifle, wounding the sheriff. A short time later, law enforcement spotted the truck and gave chase. The 

man exchanged gun fire with law enforcement during the chase.  

November 5, 2016 

A 36-year-old man died from gunshot wounds after he tried to run over a deputy during a traffic stop in 

Okemah. The deputies were on the lookout for a vehicle related to a stabbing. The man was driving the vehicle 

the deputies were attempting to locate. The man died at the scene. 

November 13, 2016 

Oklahoma City police responded to a call regarding a disturbance with gunshots. When officers arrived at the 

scene, they found three men in front of an apartment building, one of whom had been beaten. One suspect fled 

the scene, but a 21-year-old man armed with a handgun, confronted officers. The man was shot during the 

confrontation. 

November 19, 2016 

A 56-year-old man died from gunshot wounds in Chickasha. Law enforcement responded to a domestic 

disturbance call at the man’s home. Officers arrived on scene and entered the house. The man exchanged 

gunfire with law enforcement. The man died at the scene. 

December 18, 2016 

A 72-year-old Tulsa man died from gunshot wounds after he pointed a shotgun at officers as they tried to make 

contact with him. Law enforcement responded to the residence after they received calls about shots being fired 

in a neighborhood. The man had also murdered his wife, shot his dogs, and turned the natural gas on in his 

home. 

December 21, 2016 

A 25-year-old man died from gunshot wounds. Law enforcement had pulled over the man’s vehicle in Elk City. 

After a short chase, officers deployed a tactical maneuver to disable the vehicle. The driver exited the vehicle 

and ran from the scene. The officer chased the man into a neighborhood, catching him when he tried to get into 

a house. The officer deployed his taser, but it failed. The man turned toward the officer with a gun in his hand. 

The officer shot the man. The man was taken to a hospital, where he died.  
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December 21, 2016 

A 31-year-old Ponca City man died from a gunshot wound after an armed confrontation with police. Law 

enforcement received a call regarding a man assaulting a delivery driver with a sword. When law enforcement 

arrived at the scene, the man confronted them with the sword and refused to drop the weapon. 
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The Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation is recognized by the Bureau of Justice Statistics as the Statistical 

Analysis Center (SAC). SAC staff collect, analyze, and publish justice information for Oklahoma. This function 

is located in the Office of Criminal Justice Statistics. The following individual(s) wrote this report under the 

direction of Angie Woodrow, Director of the Oklahoma Statistical Analysis Center: 

Meredith Mouser, Statistical Research Specialist 

For more information, please contact: 

Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation 

6600 North Harvey 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73116 

(405) 858-5271 

http://www.ok.gov/osbi/ 
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