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Views of Marijuana in 
Wyoming 
Data show changing attitudes towards marijuana policies 

among Wyoming residents 

Wyoming residents have changing opinions regarding the use and 

possession of marijuana, although those opinions continue to be mixed 

depending on the specific situation. While a majority of Wyoming 

residents continue to oppose legalization of marijuana in the state for 

personal use, a large majority of Wyoming resident support the legal use 

of marijuana in the state for medicinal use if it is prescribed by a doctor. 

Additionally, a majority of Wyoming residents oppose jail 

time for those convicted of possessing small amounts of 

marijuana.  

 

Legal possession of marijuana for 
personal use 

In 2014 over one-third (37%) of Wyoming residents said they 

support allowing adults in Wyoming to legally possess 

marijuana for personal use. In 2016 support increased to 41%, 

although the change is not statistically significant. Support is 

highest among younger Wyoming residents, with a majority 

of 18-24 year olds (51%) and 25-29 year olds (62%) supporting 

legalization. Men in Wyoming support legalization at a 

significantly higher rate than do Women (46% vs 35%, 

respectively), as was the case in 2014. Additionally, 47% of 

WyoSpeaks panel members say they support legal possession 

of marijuana for personal use.  
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Figure 1 

Percent support for allowing adults in Wyoming 

to legally possess marijuana for personal use.

 

Note: All respondents were asked “Do you support or 

oppose allowing adults in Wyoming to legally possess 

marijuana for personal use?”  
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Legal use of marijuana for medical 
purposes 

A large majority of Wyoming residents support the legalization 

of marijuana for medical purposes (81%). This represents a 

statistically significant increase from 2014, where 74% of 

Wyoming residents supported legal use for medical purposes. 

Younger Wyoming residents are more likely to support the 

legalization of medicinal marijuana than are older residents, 

with 91% of those ages 18-24 saying they support it, declining 

linearly to 63% support among those 75 years of age and older. 

There were no differences between men and women on this 

issue. Similar results were found in the WyoSpeaks panel 

results, with 78% of respondents saying they would support 

the legal use of marijuana for medical purposes. 

 

Penalties for illegal possession of 
marijuana in Wyoming 

A large majority (72%) of Wyoming residents believe that 

people convicted of possessing small amounts of marijuana 

should not serve time in jail, a statistically significant increase 

from 2014 (66%). A large majority of Wyoming residents in 

nearly all age groups feel this way, with a majority support for 

jail time in only those ages 75 and older (55%). While 68% of 

women in Wyoming feel that there should be no jail time 

(similar to results in 2014), 77% of men feel the same way – a 

significant increase from 66% in 2014. In support of these 

findings, 76% of respondents in the WyoSpeaks panel say they 

do not support jail time for those convicted of possessing small 

amounts of marijuana.  

 

About the surveys 

In October of 2014 and 2016, the Wyoming Survey & Analysis 

Center (WYSAC) at the University of Wyoming conducted 

telephone surveys of randomly selected Wyoming residents. 

This biennial survey, sponsored by the University of Wyoming 

Political Science Department and the Wyoming Survey & 

Figure 2 

Percent support for allowing adults in Wyoming 

to legally use marijuana for medical purposes if 

their doctor prescribes it. 

 

Note: All respondents were asked “Do you support or 

oppose allowing adults in Wyoming to legally use marijuana 

for medical purposes if their doctor prescribes it?”  
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Figure 3 

Percent of Wyoming residents who feel that those 

convicted of possessing small amounts of 

marijuana should not serve time in jail.  

 

Note: All respondents were asked “If marijuana use is not 

legalized, do you think people convicted of possessing small 

amounts of marijuana should serve time in jail, or not?”  
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Analysis Center, features questions that focus on attitudes toward government, contemporary policy 

issues, elected officials, and candidates for office. Cellular and landline telephone numbers are randomly 

generated to ensure the equal probability of selection for all Wyoming residents. In 2014, 768 Wyoming 

residents completed the survey, resulting in a margin of error of approximately ±3.5 percentage points. 

The 2016 survey was completed by 722 Wyoming residents, resulting in a margin of error of 

approximately ±3.6 percentage points. 

WYSAC’s WyoSpeaks survey panel uses probability-based sampling methods to monitor the 

perspectives of Wyoming citizens through online surveys. Over the course of a year, the Wyoming 

Survey & Analysis Center conducts a number of telephone surveys in the state in which all residents 

have an equal probability of selection. During these surveys respondents have an opportunity to join the 

WyoSpeaks panel of Wyoming citizens. WyoSpeaks offers researchers, agencies, and organizations a 

cost-effective alternative to focus groups and robust telephone and mail surveys with a quick turnaround 

of results. For more information about getting your questions answered by the WyoSpeaks panel 

members, please email us at wysac.src@uwyo.edu.  
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