
Trends in State Correctional Populations 

Prisoners Confined in State Prisons, 1980-1997 
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Releases from State Prisons, 1980-1996 
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Detention and incarceration of juvenile offenders. 
Seventeen states enacted laws establishing minimum 
retention periods and release procedures, providing 
educational programs for juveniles in custody, and 
developing rules for the placement of juveniles in secure 
detention. [CA, CO, FL, HI, KS, KY, ME, MI, MN, MO, 
OH, SC, SO, TN, VA, WI, WV] 

Juvenile status offenders and delinquency preven­
tion. Eleven states passed legislation addressing truancy 
and establishing curfews, creating new programs for 
at-risk youths, and creating organizational structures to 
increase interagency planning and service delivery. [AL, 
CA, CT, 10, KY, ME, MS, UT, VA, WI, WV] 

New Court Commitments to State Prisons, 1980-1996 
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•	 Since 1980, the numbers of prison­

ers, new court commitments, and 

releases from state prisons have 

risen by a yearly average of 8.1 %, 
5.5%, and 7.9%, respectively. 

•	 In recent years, the trends in 

commitments and releases have 

slowed or reversed. Between 1992 

and 1996, commitments decreased 

by a yearly average of 1.3%, while 

releases increased by a yearly 
average of 2.1 %. 

Note; Violent crime rates are based on the number of violent 
crimes per 100,000 adult residents. Juvenile arrest rates are based 
on the number of arrests per 100,000 juveniles ages 5 to 17. 
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Changes in Correctional Populations by State 

Prisoner Population New Court Commitments Releases From Prison 
1992-1997 1992-1996 1992-1996 

Alabama 22.5% 

Alaska 27.3 

Arizona 19.8 

Arkansas 15.0 

California 40.3 

Colorado 33.0 

Connecticut 48.1 

Delaware 14.0 

Dist.of Col. 29.2 

Florida 23.0 

Georgia 31.0 

Hawaii 48.8 

Idaho 54.2 

Illinois 25.0 

Indiana 23.8 

Iowa 51.0 

Kansas 27.0 

Kentucky 35.4 

Louisiana 40.1 

Maine 2.7 

Maryland 7.9 

Massachusetts 10.0 

Michigan 10.8 

Minnesota 32.4 

Mississippi 59.4 

Missouri 42.3 

Montana 35.6 

Nebraska 32.2 

Nevada 16.6 

New Hampshire 11.9 

New Jersey 21.6 

New Mexico 29.4 

New York 13.0 

North Carolina 27.7 

North Dakota 82.6 

Ohio 23.0 

Oklahoma 33.7 

Oregon 32.9 

Pennsylvania 39.7 

Rhode Island 24.4 

South Carolina 9.3 

South Dakota 45.9 

Tennessee 31.2 

Texas 112.0 

Utah 39.7 

Vermont -9.3 

Virginia 24.3 

Washington 21.4 

West Virginia 87.8 

Wisconsin 76.8 

Wyoming 42.1 
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• Between 1992 and 1997, 

the number of prisoners 

increased in every state but 

one. The average increase 

was 32.9%. 

• In 19 states, the number 

of new court commitments 

decreased between 1992 and 

1996. The average decrease 

was 19%, while the average 

increase was 35%. 

• Between 1992 and 1996, 

the number of releases from 

prison decreased in 16 states. 

The average decrease was 

19%, while the average 

increase was 26%. 
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