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Congratulations on your appointment as director of the Statistical Analysis Center (SAC) in your 

state.  As the SAC director, you are a key part of a comprehensive, nationwide network of fellow 

SAC directors, staff, and justice policy researchers.  The Justice Research and Statistics 

Association (JRSA) and its members are fully committed to being a valuable resource for you as 

you begin your new responsibilities as a SAC director! 

 

Additionally, I hope and expect that you will be an active part of our team!  The true value of an 

organization like JRSA is derived from its talented and respected membership.  Thus, I strongly 

encourage you to get involved and bring your own unique skills and talents forward in an effort 

to benefit the Association as well as your fellow members.  There is no shortage of opportunities 

for you to participate, and I believe your involvement will enhance your own work as a SAC 

director in return. 

 

As SAC director, you serve as your state’s representative to the Justice Research and Statistics 

Association and are automatically a voting member.  JRSA promotes policy-oriented research 

and analysis at all levels of government and is as a unique resource for state criminal justice 

information. 

 

There are a number of great benefits to being a member of JRSA.  You will receive grant notes, 

etc. (periodic notices about federal funding opportunities) and our E-Newsletter, a monthly 

bulletin highlighting a wide range of research publications, events, and SAC news.  You are also 

entitled to discounts on registration fees for our conferences and professional seminars and 

eligible to receive technical assistance through the Mutual Assistance Program (MAP).  All of 

the member benefits, including the MAP, are described in this Manual. 

 

The JRSA web site at www.jrsa.org contains valuable resources, including links to each SAC 

(click on the map on the home page); links to Justice Department agencies and justice-related 

organizations; and JRSA publications.  You might find the SAC Publication Digest particularly 

useful; see http://www.jrsa.org/pubs/sac-digest/index.html.  If you click on “About JRSA” on the 

banner, you will find a list of the JRSA Executive Committee members, staff, and other helpful 

information. 

 

JRSA Executive Director Jeffrey Sedgwick has prepared the SAC Director’s Manual with 

background information about JRSA, the SACs, and the Bureau of Justice Statistics, our partner 

in the U.S. Department of Justice.  JRSA charges very modest state dues, which enable the 

Association to support activities for members that are not possible with grant funds.  Your dues 

also entitle you to a subscription to Justice Research and Policy, JRSA’s semiannual peer-

reviewed journal.  Invoices for dues are sent to SACs annually in May. 

http://www.jrsa.org/
http://www.jrsa.org/pubs/sac-digest/index.html
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Please plan to join us for the ASUCRP/JRSA Annual Conference this coming November in 

South Carolina (details forthcoming). The Conference is a wonderful opportunity for you to meet 

fellow SAC directors and staff, as well as become acquainted with the justice research and policy 

issues of foremost concern in the states. We strongly urge you to attend both the pre-Conference 

New SAC Director Orientation and the JRSA Annual Business Meeting scheduled on the final 

day of the Conference. 

 

If you have any questions about the Association, please feel free to contact JRSA Executive 

Director Jeffrey Sedgwick.  You may also reach out to me, as your President 

[gshaler@maine.edu or (207) 228-8344].  I would welcome the opportunity to get to know you 

and assist you in any way that I can.  I look forward to working with you and hope to see you in 

Colorado Springs! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

George Shaler 

Maine SAC Director and JRSA President 

mailto:gshaler@maine.edu

