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MINUTES 

 
CALL TO ORDER AND WELCOME:  President Stephen Haas called the meeting to 
Order at 2:00 p.m. eastern time and noted that this is the fourth year the business meeting is 
being held by webinar; therefore, he is very pleased that so many of the SACs were able to 
attend the NCJA Forum on Criminal Justice in Breckenridge, Colorado and meet each other and 
JRSA staff.  He also reported that JRSA organized six sessions for the Forum, each of which was 
very well received.  
 
Stephen asked Secretary/Treasurer Lisa Shoaf to make sure there was a quorum. Lisa Shoaf 
indicated that there was a quorum based on the SACs that had logged into the webinar when the 
meeting began.  Twenty-nine states participated in the meeting (*indicates a proxy):  Arkansas 
(Ralph Ward), Delaware (Thomas MacLeish), Florida (*Don Osterhouse), Hawaii (Paul 
Perrone), Idaho (William Phelps), Illinois (Mark Myrent), Indiana (Joshua Ross), Iowa (Lynette 
Watson), Kansas (Fengfang Lu), Kentucky (Marjorie Stanek), Louisiana (Opal West), Maine 
(George Shaler), Maryland (Gregory Coster), Massachusetts (*Patricia Bergin), Minnesota 
(Danette Buskovick), Nevada (William Sousa), New Mexico (Kristine Denman), North Dakota 
(Judy Volk), Ohio (Lisa Shoaf), Oklahoma (Angie Baker), Oregon (Kelly Officer), Pennsylvania 
(Kirsten Kenyon), Tennessee (Jackie Vandercook), Utah (Benjamin Peterson), Vermont (Robin 
Weber), Virginia (Jim McDonough), Washington (Thea Mounts), West Virginia (Stephen Haas), 
and Wisconsin (Constance Kostelac).   
 
Others present:  Roger Przybylski, Appointed Delegate (RKC Group Consulting Services); 
Janeena Wing (Idaho Dept. of Corrections and JRSA Vice President until September 29, 2014); 
and the following JRSA Staff:  Joan C. Weiss, Executive Director; Stan Orchowsky, Research 
Director; Nancy Michel, Director of Publications; Karen Maline, Director of Communications 
and Member Services; Jason Trask, Program Associate; and David Fredenburgh, NCJA Director 
of Program Services. 
 
Stephen Haas acknowledged new and interim SAC Directors and SAC Contacts who had been 
appointed since the 2013 annual business meeting: Tracy Townsend, Alabama; William Phelps, 
Idaho; Lanette Watson, Iowa; Gregory Coster, Maryland; Edmund McGarrell, Michigan; 
William Sousa, Nevada; Kirsten Kenyon, Pennsylvania; K. Larry Long, South Carolina; Robin 
Weber, Vermont; Constance Kostelac, Wisconsin; and Stephen Bieber, Wyoming.  
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Approval of 2013 Business Meeting Minutes. Minutes of the 2013 annual business meeting 
were sent to SAC directors in advance of the meeting. There were no corrections, and the 
minutes were approved as written via an on-screen poll. 
 
Stephen acknowledged the work of the Executive Committee over the year.  They continued 
working with the Affiliation Working Group regarding JRSA’s relationship with NCJA.  In June, 
the JRSA and NCJA boards agreed to continue the affiliation but to remain independent and not 
pursue a merger.  The affiliation agreement has led to greater collaboration between JRSA and 
NCJA and facilitated an increase in coordination between SACs and SAAs at the state level.  
Executive Committee members spent a considerable amount of time engaged in the search 
process for a new executive director to replace Joan Weiss, who is retiring at the end of 
December.   
 
Stephen thanked committee chairs and members for the work they did this year and noted that 
the reorganization undertaken last year to combine the Research Committee with the Training 
and Technical Assistance Committee seemed to work well.  He then asked the Chairs of 
Committees to give reports.  Danette Buskovick reported on the Website and Technical 
Innovation Awards Committee first.  She recognized committee members, went over the work of 
the committee, and said that she would announce the awards at the end of the meeting.  George 
Shaler reported on the work of the Research Committee, including convening a meeting of SAC 
directors and staff at the Criminal Justice Forum in Breckenridge. George acknowledged the role 
of retired SC SAC Director Rob McManus who chaired the committee.    
 
Roger Przybylski reported on the work of the Elections Policies and Procedures Committee.  
This ad hoc committee was convened in response to recommendations made by the Nominations 
Committee at the last business meeting to review the Association’s Elections Policies and 
Procedures, which were originally designed for “in-person” voting, and to address issues related 
to the election of the Executive Committee by electronic ballot.  Committee members met 
several times by phone during the year and drafted revisions to the Policies and Procedures 
which they submitted to the Executive Committee.  After some minor modifications, those 
revisions were approved.  Nominations Committee Chair Jackie Vandercook reported on the 
work of the committee and said the results of the election would be announced later in the 
meeting.   
 
Stephen then asked Joan Weiss to give the Executive Director’s report. She briefed SACs on 
Office of Justice Programs staff changes, legislative news, and JRSA staff activities.  She said 
that BJS might have funding available next year to convene a SAC-only meeting late 2015 or 
early 2016.  Research Director Stan Orchowsky then provided an update on research projects and 
activities.  Joan said that BJS wants JRSA to devote more time working with SACs to expand 
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their capabilities and to assist SACs who did not apply for SJS funding this year in their efforts 
to obtain funding in the next grant cycle.  
 
David Fredenburgh, NCJA’s Director of Program Services, serves as JRSA’s Director of Finance 
and gave the finance report, providing a brief overview of the Association’s finances. 
 
Nancy Michel, JRSA Director of Publications and Managing Editor of the Justice Research and 
Policy journal, reported on the status of current and planned journal activities.  She noted that 
this has been a year of transition for the journal.  One more issue is planned, which will be edited 
by Allen Beck, Senior Statistical Advisor at BJS, with a focus on corrections.  A joint 
publication with NCJA is planned if funding can be procured.  SAGE Publications approached 
JRSA about acquiring the journal and an agreement is pending.  JRSA will maintain editorial 
control and members will continue to have access to journal articles. 
 
Stephen reported on the Executive Director Search Process and said the Executive Committee 
would be meeting in person with finalists this week.  The new director will start January 1. 
 
Jackie Vandercook announced the results of the election of officers. The following candidates 
were elected: Stephen Haas, President; Mark Myrent, Vice President; and Lisa Shoaf, 
Secretary/Treasurer.  Because no Past President currently is serving on the board, the bylaws 
stipulate the election of three Delegates; they are Danette Buskovick, George Shaler, and Thea 
Mounts.  Stephen announced that Roger Przybylski agreed to remain on the Executive 
Committee as the Appointed Delegate.  He noted that the board worked hard over the past year 
to make sure the new affiliation was working properly and to facilitate the search for a new 
executive director.   Over the next year, we will revisit the strategic plan with the new executive 
director. 
 
Stephen asked Karen Maline, Director of Communications and Member Services, to announce 
the winners of the 2014 Douglas Yearwood National Publication Awards.  In the 
Statistical/Management category, the winners are Victimization in Indiana: Nature, Extent, and 
Related Services (Indiana Statistical Analysis Center – Small SAC) and Testing the Validity of 
Demonstrated Imputation Methods on Longitudinal NIBRS Data (West Virginia Statistical 
Analysis Center – Large SAC).  In the Research/Policy Analysis category, the winners are 
Criminal Justice Consensus Cost-Benefit Working Group: Final Report (Vermont Statistical 
Analysis Center – Small SAC) and Predictors of Client Success in Day Report Centers: 
Successful Program Completion and Its Relationship to Recidivism (West Virginia Statistical 
Analysis Center – Large SAC). 
 
Danette Buskovick, Chair of the Website and Technical Innovation Awards Committee, 
announced the winners of the SAC Website Award and the Technical and Analytical Innovation 
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Awards.  The Website Award went to the Colorado SAC 
(http://www.colorado.gov/ccjjdir/ORS2/index.htm); the SAC Innovation Awards went to Adult 
Redeploy Illinois (Illinois SAC) and to Improving the Accuracy of Crime Statistics: NIBRS Data 
Quality Tool of the States (West Virginia SAC). 
 
Stephen acknowledged the contributions and long service of Phil Stevenson, who stepped down 
from the Committee as Past President earlier in the year.  He also recognized the many 
contributions of Rob McManus, former President, Chair of the Research Committee, member of 
the Nominations Committee, and Co-Editor of the Journal, who retired earlier in the year.  He 
then adjourned the meeting at 3:35 p.m. 
 
The minutes were prepared by Karen Maline under the direction of: 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
Lisa Shoaf, Secretary/Treasurer     Date 


