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SAC/STATE JUSTICE STATISTICS PROGRAM 

 
The SAC/SJS program, funded by the Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS), provides support to 

facilitate sharing of information among SACs and between SACs and BJS. Program components 

include managing the Infobase of State Activities and Research (ISAR), providing technical 

assistance to the SACs, maintaining the JRSA Web site, tracking federal legislation and national 

justice initiatives, and preparing and disseminating publications. 

 
Infobase of State Activities and Research. This online searchable clearinghouse of information 

on SAC activities, publications, skills, and characteristics is updated by SACs and maintained by 

JRSA.  Staff contracted with a new vender to host ISAR and worked with the host on the transfer 

and testing, as well as necessary updates.  We continue working with the contractor on 

enhancements to ISAR. 

 
Technical Assistance to SACs.   JRSA provides technical assistance, training, and peer review 

to SACs.  During this period the following assistance was provided: 

 Funding from the Mutual Assistance Program (MAP) enabled Illinois SAC Director 

Mark Myrent, who is part of the strategic planning effort in his state, to attend the 

Strategic Planning Conference of the Ohio Office of Criminal Justice Services on 

November 3-4. 

 New Delaware SAC Director Tom MacLeish and veteran senior research analyst Chuck 

Huenke visited JRSA for an orientation to the organization, and to discuss Delaware's 

current projects and future plans.  BJS Grant Manager Stephanie Burroughs participated. 

JRSA staff demonstrated how to access and update ISAR. 

 Wyoming SAC Director Burke Grandjean requested a review of their annual tobacco 

compliance report, and staff of another SAC with experience in publishing similar reports 
provided him with recommendations on ways to improve the publication. 

 At the request of the West Virginia SAC Director Stephen Haas, JRSA Research Director 

Stan Orchowsky provided training to the West Virginia Division of Justice and 

Community Services (DJCS) on performance measurement The training was part of a 

two-day conference for 120 grantees and DJCS staff. Dr. Orchowsky participated in 

several phone calls to help plan the conference, reviewed conference materials, and 

presented and facilitated sessions on developing goals, objectives, outputs, and outcomes. 
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JRSA Web Site. The Web site was redesigned for a cleaner, more up-to-date look. The home 

page features a clickable U.S. map connecting to the main SAC page, drop-down tabs to reach 

interior pages, a news slide show, a Twitter box, and a section that highlights individual SACs on 

a rotating basis. A password-protected SAC-Only section was added for Association documents 

and materials. Interior pages were reorganized and redesigned, and the search functions for the 

SAC Publication Digest and JRP Digest were refined. Staff posted new issues of The JRSA 

Forum newsletter and the SAC Publication Digest, and updated job and calendar announcements. 

Quarterly issues of the The JRSA Forum were posted in December 2011 and March, June and 

September 2012, along with a new issue of the JRP Digest. Volumes 15 and 16 of the SAC 

Publication Digest were added to the site’s SAC/State Publication Library. 

 
Federal-State Liaison. JRSA tracks federal legislation on appropriations and justice issues that 

have potential impact on the work of the SACs, responds to information requests from SAC 

directors regarding federal legislation, and works to enhance the federal-state partnership. 

Legislative issues that staff followed included the status of FY 2012 Department of Justice 

appropriations and justice-related legislation, including efforts to reauthorize the Violence 

Against Women Act, Death in Custody Reporting Act, and Second Chance Act, as well as the 

Byrne Justice Assistance Grant Program.  We also reported on changes in leadership at OJP and 

at the Office of Violence Against Women. 

 
Publications 

• The JRSA Forum. The newsletter was published in December 2011 and March, June, and 

September 2012; as of March, publication was electronic only.  Readers can choose a PDF 

file or click on an html version. 

• SAC/State Publication Library. This section of the JRSA Web site has two components: 
> SAC Publication Digest. The Digest contains abstracts of SAC documents 

published within a six-month period. The 15th issue (July to December of 2011) and 

the 16th issue (January to June of 2012) were prepared, posted on the JRSA Web site, 

and announced to everyone in the JRSA database. 

> State Publication Library. This component, with listings of and links to non-SAC 

state publications that contain justice system data, analysis, and/or research, was 

updated. Sources include state legislatures, departments of law enforcement and 

corrections, courts, sentencing commissions, and juvenile justice agencies. 

 
JRSA E-Newsletter.  Staff prepared 11 issues of the JRSA E-Newsletter, which contained 

information on the appointment of new SAC directors and OJP officials; status of federal 

legislation; and justice-related publications, conferences, and training opportunities. The 

E-Newsletter was sent by email to SACs and JRSA members. 

 
grant notes, etc.  Staff disseminated 14 issues informing members of grant opportunities 

from federal government agencies. 

 
Emergency Management.  Thirty-nine issues of this newsletter, published by 

Government Technology, were disseminated to SAC staff who requested to receive it. 
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Social Media Initiative.  Staff maintain Twitter and Facebook accounts to disseminate the same 

kinds of information as on the Web site and through our publications, but with the intention of 

reaching a wider audience, sharing more information more often, and directing a new audience to 

our Web site.  To highlight the work of the SACs, staff seek out new SAC publications and 

projects to announce via social media.  States whose publications and projects have been 

promoted in JRSA Tweets and Facebook posts include, Alaska, Colorado, Connecticut, Idaho, 

Illinois, Maine, Montana, Nevada, South Carolina,  Tennessee, Vermont, and West Virginia. 
 

 
 

CONFERENCES AND MEETINGS 

 
2011 Annual Business Meeting 

Because there was not a BJS/JRSA national conference in 2011, the annual business meeting of 

SAC directors was conducted by webinar and the election of the new Executive Committee was 

conducted by email ballot.  SAC awards for publication, Web site, and technical innovation were 

announced during the webinar and plaques were mailed to recipients.  Staff compiled reviewers' 

comments on the submissions to the Hoke publication contest and sent them to SACs that had 

submitted entries. 

 
2012 Meeting of State Criminal Justice Agencies on Using Administrative Records 

Staff worked with BJS and the SACs to develop an agenda and potential presenters for a meeting 

of state criminal justice agencies to promote the use of administrative records for statistical 

analysis and reporting. BJS and JRSA decided to cancel plans to convene the meeting of SACs 

and other state criminal justice agencies, scheduled for April 2012, because approval for the 

meeting had not yet been granted by the Department of Justice, and insufficient time remained to 

make arrangements with speakers and attendees. 

 
ASUCRP 2012 National Conference 

At the request of the Association of State UCR Programs (ASUCRP) and BJS, JRSA 

administered a grant to provide travel and logistical support to ASUCRP for their 2012 national 

conference, which was held in Baltimore in April.  JRSA prepared and submitted the even 

approval request, negotiated the hotel contract, and provided funds for travel-related expenses 

and fees for select UCR state program representatives.  Staff sent a solicitation for travel 

assistance to ASUCRP members, worked with ASUCRP to determine which state program 

managers should receive assistance and which expenses would be covered, prepared packets of 

travel and reimbursement information for those receiving assistance, handled travel 

arrangements, and provided onsite support with hotel logistics. Several JRSA staff participated in 

the conference. 

 
BJS/JRSA 2012 National Conference and Annual Business Meeting 

In compliance with the new OJP regulations, staff submitted event approval forms for the 

conference early in 2012 and made revisions based on feedback from BJS.  Once the Department 

of Justice (DOJ) approved the conference in March, JRSA staff finalized a hotel contract in 

Louisville, KY for the week of October 14-19, developed a preliminary agenda, planned 

preconference seminars, processed travel assistance request for SACs, and developed the 

conference Web site. In June, the Department of Justice issued revised conference and meeting 
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guidelines, which applied to all events that had not yet occurred, hence JRSA was asked to 

resubmit the relevant information to comply with the revised rules. BJS requested that JRSA halt 

conference-related activities such as contacting speakers, pending event approval based on the 

newly-revised forms. In late August, having received no indication of when the request would be 

considered by DOJ or whether it would be approved, and with SACs expressing concern about 

obtaining approval for travel because of the tight timeframe, BJS and JRSA made a joint 

decision to cancel the conference.  JRSA then began working with the Executive Committee and 

Nominations Committee to hold the annual business meeting and election electronically. 

 
National Crime Victimization Survey Redesign: Meetings on Subnational Estimates 

JRSA is assisting BJS with obtaining user feedback on methods for developing and 

disseminating data from state and local crime estimates based on the National Crime 

Victimization Survey (NCVS). Staff coordinated a meeting in November with representatives 

from BJS and the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the Census Bureau, the Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention, the National Cancer Institute, and the Substance Abuse and Mental Health 

Services Administration. Participants shared information how various surveys they administer 

deal with small area estimates. In May, staff coordinated a webinar for 30 participants from 23 

SACs, in which BJS Director Jim Lynch provided an overview of small area estimate methods 

that are being considered for the NCVS. 

 
National Crime Victimization Survey Redesign:  Meetings on Measuring Harm to Victims 

Over the past several years, JRSA has convened meetings for BJS to inform the redesign of 

the National Crime Victimization Survey.  The final meetings, on measuring harm to 

victims of criminal victimization, consist of small meetings of experts.  The first of these 

took place on May 21 at BJS.  Staff worked with BJS to plan the agenda, submit the event 

approval request forms, arrange for professional recording and executive summary, and 

invite experts.  JRSA worked with BJS on plans for another meeting of federal partners; that 

meeting and others are on hold. 

 
RESEARCH 

 
BJA Center for Program Evaluation and Performance Measurement 

Funded by the Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA) and managed by JRSA for many years, this 

project provided information on program evaluation and performance measurement in order to 

improve evaluation efforts at the state and local levels, with emphasis on Justice Assistance 

Grant/Byrne-funded program areas.  The Web-based Center for Program Evaluation and 

Performance Measurement provided general evaluation information as well as information on 

evaluating specific programs and initiatives. During the past year, staff developed new program 

areas for Risk Assessment and Place-based Policing Strategies, and revised the Residential 

Substance Abuse Treatment (RSAT), Reentry, and Sex Offender Treatment program areas. 

Information on evaluation of Weed and Seed programs was incorporated into the Center Web 

site from the Weed and Seed Data Center Web site. A publication entitled Is This a Good Quality 

Outcome Evaluation Report: A Guide for Practitioners was prepared and disseminated. Staff 

provided on-site technical assistance to the National Homecomers’ Academy in Washington, DC 

to help them develop performance measures for their various programs. An interactive tool on 

how to write a good performance measure was developed for the Web site, and the section on 
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Research Designs was updated. The Evaluation News newsletter was produced and disseminated 

each month.  BJA decided to discontinue funding for Evaluation Center; the project ended on 

June 30. 

 
Criminal History Records Recidivism Database 

JRSA received a small subaward from the National Opinion Research Center (NORC) to assist 

them with their BJS award to develop a criminal history records database that BJS will use for 

recidivism studies. Staff contacted a number of SACs that had not previously responded to the 

request for contact information for questions regarding offense codes found in state criminal 

history records, and passed this information on to NORC. 

 
Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault (DVSA) Data Resource Center 

This project, funded by BJS as part of JRSA’s State Justice Statistics grant, is designed to gather 

and disseminate information about domestic violence and sexual assault data collection systems 

in the states. The resource center is maintained as a project Web site on JRSA’s site. Staff 

continue to obtain and post updated information from Statistical Analysis Center directors, 

Uniform Crime Reporting program managers, Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Coalition 

staff, and other state agency staff. New reports and project descriptions were included when 

available. Staff received a list of relevant grants awarded by the National Institute of Justice and 

the resulting publications, and links to these reports have been added to the DVSA Web site 

bibliography, state pages, and topical bibliography pages. 

 
Evidence-Based Programs and Practices in State Administering Agencies 

This project, being funded by BJA, is designed to promote and sustain the use of research and 

evidence-based practices and programs (EBPs) by State Administering Agencies (SAAs). The 

project, being carried out in partnership with the National Criminal Justice Association (NCJA), 

will develop a self-assessment tool that can be used by SAAs to determine what steps they 

should take to improve their use of EBPs and to sustain EBPs developed. A report summarizing 

the results of the SAA surveys and the literature review was drafted and submitted to BJA. Staff 

presented the preliminary results of the interviews at NCJA’s Board of Director’s meeting in 

October, at the American Society of Criminology’s annual meeting in November, and at the 

NCJA annual meeting in August. A preliminary version of the assessment instrument for SAAs, 

consisting of eight dimensions related to evidence-based practices, was prepared. A meeting was 

held in September with BJA Director Denise O’Donnell, the Colorado and Illinois SAA 

directors, and BJA and NCJA staff to discuss the findings of the draft report and future project 

activities. JRSA is preparing a revised statement of work for the project that will focus on 

providing training and technical assistance to the SAAs on evidence-based practices. 

 
Incident-Based Reporting (IBR) Center Web Site 

This project, funded under the BJS State Justice Statistics grant, provides information to 

facilitate analysis of incident-based crime data in general and data from the National Incident- 

Based Crime Reporting System (NIBRS) in particular.  It provides subawards to SACs to 

produce analyses of incident-based data that would serve as models for other states. Reports 

from West Virginia (Assessing the Validity of Hate Crime Reporting: An Analysis of NIBRS 

Data), New Mexico (Predictors of Firearm Usage in Violent Crimes: Assessing the Importance 

of Individual, Situational, and Contextual Factors), New York (Juvenile Arrest Data Quality in 
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New York State’s Incident Based Reporting System), and South Carolina (An Overview of Racial 

Disproportionality in Juvenile Arrests and Offenses in South Carolina) were posted to the Web 

site.  Final reports for projects under the current funding cycle have been submitted by the Iowa, 

Vermont and West Virginia SACs and are being reviewed by staff.  Requests for updates to the 

state profiles on the Web site were sent to all SAC Directors and Uniform Crime Reporting 

Managers, and responses were incorporated into the site. 

 
Juvenile Accountability Block Grant (JABG) Technical Support Center & Native 

American Pass-Through Calculation Web Site 

The JABG program provides funding to states and localities for a variety of juvenile justice- 

related initiatives. The authorizing legislation requires a formula for state distribution of funds to 

localities based on local crime and justice system expenditures. JRSA works with BJS and the 

Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP) to maintain the JABG Technical 

Support Center, a Web site that provides local allocation amounts to the states via spreadsheets, 

as well as additional information on the JABG initiative. At the request of OJJDP, JRSA also 

developed and maintains a formula and Web-based resource center for the OJJDP tribal youth 

pass-through requirement of their formula grants program. Staff requested and received 2010 

crime data from the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and 2010 expenditure data from the 

Census Bureau. Allocation amounts were calculated and spreadsheets were updated for each 

state.  The project Web site and all supporting documentation were updated to reflect the 2012 

data, and the designated state agencies in each state were notified that the 2012 allocation 

amounts were available and ready for review.  The crosswalk file used to match Census and FBI 

identifiers was updated to reflect changes and additions found in the new data. Staff attempted to 

assess whether states collect juvenile justice expenditure data that could be used in the 

calculations. After reviewing the available data we concluded that states do not collect data that 

would allow for a better calculation than the adult data currently being used in the formula.  Staff 

will also contact state juvenile justice agencies to obtain any expenditure data being collected. 

Staff began preparing a report of technical assistance requests for technical assistance to provide 

to OJJDP. 

 
Staff received updated state award amounts from OJJDP and population data from the Bureau of 

Indian Affairs and the Bureau of Census for the JJDP Act Native American pass-through 

calculations. Using these data sources, staff estimated juvenile population for each tribe and 

developed new tribal allocation amounts. Once approved, the tribal allocation amounts were 

posted on the project Web site. 

 
National Juvenile Justice Evaluation Center 

JRSA, with funding from OJJDP, provides information and technical assistance to states and 

localities in juvenile justice evaluation and performance measurement. The project involves a 

survey of state and local grantees to assess evaluation capabilities and needs, evaluation-related 

publications, and a Web-based evaluation resource center. The needs assessment report was 

published on the project Web site and the results were presented at the OJJDP national 

conference in October.  In January through March of 2012, staff delivered a four-part webinar 

series entitled Assessing Project Performance: Building Blocks of Evaluation and Performance 

Measurement; between 400 and 600 people participated in each webinar. Written responses to 

questions received during the webinars were prepared, and all webinar materials were posted to 
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the project Web site. An online tutorial on evaluation and performance measurement was 

developed and posted on the Web site. A draft of a sustainability toolkit focused on grantees was 

produced and sent to OJJDP for review; a draft of a similar toolkit focused on grantors is 

currently being prepared. Staff  are providing technical assistance on performance measurement 

to the Cambridge, MA Police Department. Staff provided an overview of project activities to the 

Federal Advisory Commission on Juvenile Justice at their meeting in August. The NJJEC 

Bulletin was prepared and disseminated to 1,300 subscribers every other month. Staff 

participated in two conference calls of OJJDP’s Training and Technical Assistance Provider 

Network’s Webinar Working Group. 

 
Parole Revocation Study 

BJS provided funding to JRSA for a multistate study of the characteristics of parole revocations. 

The study is examining quantitative and qualitative factors related to parole violations and 

revocations. Data sets from the five participating SACs were received and combined into a single 

file for analysis. A final report on the results of the analyses will be submitted to BJS in October. 

 
PCCD Evaluation and Research Support Services 

In January 2008, JRSA began a project to provide evaluation and research assistance to the 

Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency (PCCD) to help the agency improve its 

ability to produce meaningful information on the performance of funded projects.  The primary 

component of this collaborative evaluation/research support effort is the development of a 

process for the selection, submission, analysis, and use of performance measurement data by 

PCCD. The project ended on December 31, 2011.  The final report from the project, which 

summarizes the results of JRSA’s audit of over 2,000 performance measures included in PCCD’s 
grant reporting system, is available on JRSA’s Web site. 

 
Utah Youth and Families With Promise (YFP) Program Evaluation 

Under this multiyear project funded by the National Institute of Justice, JRSA conducted an 

evaluation of the Utah Youth and Families With Promise (YFP) program, a statewide mentoring 

program. Working with the Utah SAC, JRSA assessed the long-term effects of the program on 

youth participants and their families by comparing participants’ self-reported delinquency and 

school achievement, as well as official records of these factors, to those of a comparison group of 

juveniles. Data analysis was completed and the final report was submitted to NIJ. The dataset 

was submitted to the National Archive for Criminal Justice Data. 

 
Institutional Review Board 

Staff continued to provide support for JRSA’s Institutional Review Board (IRB). 
 

 
 

WEED AND SEED PROJECT 

 
JRSA collected data and provided technical assistance to the Justice Department and over 300 

sites under the Weed and Seed program since 1997.  The Weed and Seed national program ended 

in June 2011, and the JRSA project ended March 31, 2012.  During the past year, JRSA staff 

carried out responsibilities under the components listed below. 
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FY2012 Government Performance and Results Act (GPRA) Forms Processing. Staff 

revised GPRA forms and conducted data collection for the remaining active sites in 2012 (24 

sites reporting).  Staff also concluded collection and follow-up of information related to FY2011 

GPRA reporting. 

 
Weed and Seed Data Center Web Site.  After the OJP Community Capacity Development 

Office (CCDO) closed, remaining responsibilities for active Weed and Seed sites were 

transferred to BJA.  JRSA met with BJA staff to explore options for transferring the Web site’s 

content for further use by BJA audiences. 

 
Documentation of Previous Weed and Seed Activities.  Staff archived data and files from 

JRSA’s 14 years of involvement with the federal Weed and Seed program.  JRSA prepared a 

complete electronic archive of materials submitted on paper and electronically by sites.  The 

archive also included a compilation of data collected throughout the project; data records used in 

the publication and maintenance of the Weed and Seed Data Center website; and reports 

produced by local Weed and Seed sites.  Additionally, records of special projects and ad hoc 

requests by CCDO under the various grants and cooperative agreements making up the history of 

JRSA’s relationship with the federal Weed and Seed effort were included.  Electronic copies of 

all files were provided to BJA and retained by JRSA. 
 

 
 

INTERORGANIZATIONAL ACTIVITIES 

 
American Psychological Association.  Staff met with APA staff to discuss opportunities for 

collaboration and offering training seminars to APA members. 

 
Association of State Uniform Crime Reporting Programs. Staff attended the annual ASUCRP 

meeting April 24-25 in Baltimore, MD. 

 
American Society of Criminology.  Staff attended the annual conference in Washington, DC in 

November and presented papers on the BJA Evidence-Based Practices and YFP project. A series 

of panels on researcher-practitioner communication, which had been organized by JRSA staff 

and Ted Gest of Criminal Justice Journalists, was presented on the Friday of the conference. 

JRSA Research Director Stan Orchowsky moderated the panel on juvenile justice. 

 
Bureau of Justice Statistics. JRSA staff met with BJS to discuss the crosswalk JRSA uses to 

merge Census and FBI data and how JRSA maintains and uses the crosswalk. 

 
Census Bureau. Staff attended a conference on Utilizing Administrative Data, sponsored by the 

Census Bureau and NORC at the University of Chicago, in Washington, DC in October. 

 
Center for Evidence-Based Crime Policy, George Mason University. Staff attended the Jerry 

Lee Crime Prevention Symposium sponsored by the Center in April in Washington, DC. 

 
Criminal Justice Forum.  Staff attended four meetings of this group of government affairs staff 

from justice-related organizations.  Staff also attended a February briefing about the President’s 



JRSA Annual Activities Report 

October 2012 

9  

 
2013 budget for the Office of Justice Programs, led by Assistant Attorney General Laurie 

Robinson and Deputy AAG Mary Lou Leary, and moderated by Deputy AAG for Operations 

and Management Jim Burch. 

 
Criminal Justice Executive Directors Roundtable. The group met twice at JRSA during this 

period.  In February, they met to discuss the impact of the new Department of Justice guidelines 

for meetings and conferences on the organizations and their constituents, and to share that 

information with OJP.  The following OJP officials attended: Deputy Assistant Attorney 

General Mary Lou Leary, Deputy Assistant Attorney General Jim Burch, Chief Financial Officer 

Leigh Benda, and other OJP representatives.  In April, the group met to discuss organizational 

dues and other administrative issues. 

 
Department of Justice, Civil Rights Division.  At the request of the Division and at the 

recommendation of BJA, staff provided a training session on performance measurement as part 

of a two-day meeting in September for 100 supervisors and administrators of the Division. 

 
Justice Policy Institute and Open Society Foundation.  In November, staff attended a brown 

bag lunch discussion on Veterans and the Justice System. 

 
National Association of Social Workers. Staff met with NASW staff to discuss opportunities 

for collaboration and offering training seminars to NASW members. 

 
National Institute of Justice. Several staff attended the 2012 NIJ Conference, June 18-20 in 

Crystal City, VA, and presented a paper on “Evaluability Assessment.”  JRSA also exhibited at 

the conference. 

 
National Criminal Justice Association. Staff attended the meeting of the Board of Directors in 

Annapolis in October to present preliminary findings of the interviews with SAA directors on 

evidence-based practices in the states. Staff also attended the NCJA National Forum in July in 

Santa Ana Pueblo, New Mexico, and conducted a panel session on JRSA’s Evidence-Based 

Practice project. 

 
Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention. Staff attended the conference in 

National Harbor, MD in October and manned an exhibit booth on the NJJEC project, presented a 

poster session on the results of the NJJEC evaluation needs assessment, and conducted a 

preconference seminar on evaluation. 

 
Non-Defense Discretionary (NDD) Town Hall.  Staff attended this briefing in September to 

learn about the effects of the sequestration, if it is implemented, on stakeholders in the NDD 

community. 

 
Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention. Staff attended the conference in 

National Harbor, MD in October and staffed an exhibit booth on the NJJEC project, presented a 

poster session on the results of the NJJEC evaluation needs assessment, and conducted a 

preconference seminar on evaluation. 
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Pew Center on the States. Staff met with Jake Horowitz and Richard Jerome of the Center’s 

Public Safety Performance Project to discuss the Project’s activities. 
 

 
 

MEMBERSHIP 

 
Justice Research and Policy Journal 

Publication of the 2011 volume was completed.  A special issue on evidence-based policy and 

practice (Volume 14, No. 1, 2012) containing five articles and a substantive introduction by 

guest editor Roger Przybylski was published. Staff prepared a second issue for 2012, which will 

be published in late fall, containing three articles and a research note. Work continued on a 

special issue on community corrections for spring 2013 guest-edited by Stephen Haas, and on a 

regular issue containing other submissions for fall 2013. 

 
JRP Digest 

JRP Digest is an electronic summary of the JRP journal. One issue, based on Volume 13, No. 1, 
2011, was created and emailed to SACs, state distribution lists, JRSA members, staff of other 

justice organizations, and select federal officials. Staff are preparing the next issue based on 

Volume 14, No. 1, 2012. 

 
Data and Information Sharing Committee 

Staff facilitated a Committee conference call to discuss various data and information sharing 

initiatives, including the FBI’s National Data Exchange (N-DEx) project, the National Incident- 

Based Reporting System, state fusion centers, the Global Initiative, and the Association of State 

Uniform Crime Reporting Programs national conference. 

 
Research Committee 

Staff provided information on SAC research priorities and SJS award topics to the Committee as 

part of their consideration of possible topics for multistate conference calls. Staff organized and 

participated in two conference calls to discuss possible topics. 

 
Training, Technical Assistance, and Technology Committee 

Staff provided support to the Committee for its telephone meetings to discuss the annual SAC 

Web Site Award and Technical Innovation Recognition Award. Prior to conducting the two 

award processes, Committee members met by phone and discussed, and approved, the existing 

judging criteria and procedures.  They then reviewed all eligible SAC Web sites and chose six 

finalists for a second round of judging.  They also considered all Technical Innovation 

applications and met a second time by phone for discussion.  The winners will be announced 

during the JRSA Annual Business Meeting. 
 

Ad Hoc Committee on Future Direction 

In light of changes in the economic climate and the impact of changes in OJP funding, as well 

as the upcoming end of the JRSA long-term lease, JRSA President Phil Stevenson asked 

several SAC directors to join the Executive Committee in a dialogue about the future direction 

of JRSA as an organization.  Executive Director Weiss was asked to explore a number of 

issues and report back to the committee. The committee held several conference calls to 

discuss the advantages and disadvantages of various options, such as expanding the member 

base and pursuing a formal affiliation with another organization.  No formal decisions were 

made during the year. 
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ADMINISTRATION AND DEVELOPMENT 

 
BJS Site Visits.  The SJS grant monitor made a site visit to JRSA in February to review all 

activities funded under the SJS/SAC Assistance and national conference grants for the last four 

years.  JRSA staff made formal presentations on all components of the grants, and received very 

positive feedback. The JAIBG grant monitor made a site visit in June to review programmatic, 

financial, and administrative activities related to the JAIBG project. 

 
Annual Audit.  JRSA prepared for the annual financial audit by an independent auditor.  The 

audit was completed in September, and JRSA received an unqualified audit opinion for FY 2012. 

 
Lease.  JRSA’s lease ends on April 30, 2013, after 15 years in the current offices.  Because our 

space needs have changed considerably, we notified the landlord that we will be moving when 

our lease ends, and have begun exploring options for future office space. 

 
Sublease.  In March, JRSA signed a third one-year lease for two offices with the North 

American Spine Society.  We advertised the availability of other offices, and leased one 

additional office for one year to HiMark Construction. 

 
Personnel.  Dr. Shawn Flower was hired in May as a Research Associate on the National 

Juvenile Justice Evaluation Center project after Project Manager Dr. Mary Poulin left JRSA to 

take another position.  As a result of the end of funding for the long-term Weed and Seed Data 

Center Project, Jim Zepp and Matt Perkins both left JRSA. 

 
Proposals Prepared and Funded 

   Continuation of the Juvenile Accountability Block Grant Technical Support Center. Bureau 

of Justice Statistics, June 2012. 

   Continuation of the National Juvenile Justice Evaluation Center. Office of Juvenile Justice 

and Delinquency Prevention, June 2012. 

   State Justice Statistics Program and Statistical Analysis Centers Technical Assistance 

Program. Bureau of Justice Statistics, June 2012. 

 
Proposals Submitted and Not Funded 

 Has Stalking Legislation Had an Impact? A Multistate Study of Stalking Arrests and 

Prosecutions (submitted with the National Center for Victims of Crime and the 

Delaware, Illinois, Maine, New Jersey, North Carolina, and Utah SACs). National 

Institute of Justice, April, 2012. 

 Reducing Underage Drinking and Enforcing Underage Drinking Laws: State Data 

Needs. Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, June, 2012. 

 Training and Technical Assistance for the Byrne Criminal Justice Innovation Program 

(submitted with RTI International as prime). Bureau of Justice Assistance, June, 2012. 


