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HIGHLIGHTS OF STAFF ACTIVITIES: OCTOBER 1, 2010 – SEPTEMBER 30, 2011 
 

SAC/STATE JUSTICE STATISTICS PROGRAM 
 

The SAC/SJS program, funded by the Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS), provides support to 
facilitate sharing of information among SACs and between SACs and BJS.  Program components 
include updating and maintaining the JRSA Web site and the Infobase of State Activities and 
Research (ISAR), tracking federal legislation and national justice initiatives, and preparing and 
disseminating newsletters and briefings. 

 
JRSA Web Site.  The Web site was continually updated.  Staff expanded the “new” section of 
the home page; announcements of and links to justice news items are now presented in a Twitter 
feed.  A new project Web site was created for the National Juvenile Justice Evaluation Center 
project (see Research section, below).  A new BJS/JRSA National Conference portal page 
simplifies navigation to current and past conference information; presentations and photos from 
the 2010 National Conference in Portland, Maine were added to the site.  Staff posted new issues 
of The JRSA Forum and the SAC Publication Digest, and updated job and calendar 
announcements.  A JRP Digest archive was created in the publication section, allowing free 
access to the current issue as well as all past issues. 
 
Infobase of State Activities and Research.  This online searchable clearinghouse of 
information on SAC activities and publications is updated by SACs and maintained by JRSA. 
Staff worked to ensure that all SAC information is current, and continued to work with a 
contractor to integrate information about SAC skills and characteristics into ISAR.   
 
Technical Assistance to SACs. Allina Lee from BJS joined JRSA staff to meet with new 
Maryland SAC director Jeffery Zuback and statistical analyst Rachel Kesselman to orient the 
new SAC staff to JRSA and BJS, and give them an opportunity to discuss their current and 
planned projects. 
 
Federal-State Liaison.  JRSA tracks federal legislation on appropriations and justice issues that 
may have an impact on the SACs, responds to information requests from SAC directors 
regarding federal legislation, and works to enhance the federal-state partnership.  Legislative 
issues that staff followed included FY 2011 appropriations and proposed justice-related 
legislation, including a bill to establish a national criminal justice commission, legislation on 
Justice Reinvestment, and reauthorization of the Juvenile Justice Delinquency Prevention Act.   
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During the current session, staff tracked and reported on the President’s FY 2012 budget request 
and the status of FY 2012 appropriations for the Office of Justice Programs; the confirmation of 
Denise O’Donnell to head BJA; and proposed justice-related legislation, including a bill to 
eliminate senate confirmation for OJP agency directors, and the approval in the House of the 
2011 Deaths in Custody Act. 
 
Publications 

• The JRSA Forum.  The newsletter was published in December 2010, and March, June, 
and September 2011.  Each issue was mailed to members and posted on the JRSA Web 
site. 

•  SAC/State Publication Library.  This section of the JRSA Web site has two 
components: 

> SAC Publication Digest.  The Digest contains abstracts of SAC documents 
published within a six-month period.  The 13th issue (July to December of 2010) and 
the 14th issue (January to June of 2011) were prepared, posted on the JRSA Web site, 
and announced to everyone in the JRSA database. 
> State Publication Library.  This component, with listings of and links to non-SAC 
state publications that contain justice system data, analysis, and/or research, was 
updated.  Sources include state legislatures, departments of law enforcement and 
corrections, courts, sentencing commissions, and juvenile justice agencies.  

• grant notes, etc.  Staff disseminated 15 issues informing members of grant opportunities 
from federal government agencies as well as other agencies and private foundations. 

• Emergency Management Newsletter.  This publication from Government Technology 
contains information on homeland security and analyses from around the nation. In 
January, staff asked SACs to indicate whether they want to continue to receive it.  During 
the year, staff sent 46 issues to interested SACs. 

• JRSA E-Newsletter.  Staff prepared and disseminated 11 issues of the JRSA E-Newsletter 
to SACs and JRSA members with information on the appointment of new SAC directors, 
status of federal legislation, justice-related publications, conferences, training 
opportunities, and changes in OJP and JRSA staff.  

 
2011 Student Paper Contest.  The JRSA Student Presentation Contest, held in conjunction with 
the last seven BJS/JRSA National Conferences, was called the Student Paper Contest this year, 
since there is no national conference.  For the first time, none of the entries was judged to be 
qualified for recognition as an exemplary student paper, so no winner was chosen. 
 
Social Media Initiative.  In December, staff launched JRSA Twitter and Facebook sites to 
disseminate the same kinds of information we currently do through our Web site and 
publications, but with the intention of reaching a wider audience with more news more 
immediately.  Twitter and Facebook icons, with links to our sites, were added to the main page 
of the JRSA Web site, and a Twitter widget was added to the main page news section to replace 
the “What’s New” section. 
 
Researcher-Practitioner Program at ASC.   Ted Gest, head of Criminal Justice Journalists, 
invited JRSA to co-sponsor sessions at the American Society of Criminology 2011 conference 
on improving communication between researchers and practitioners.  A conference call was held 
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with ASC leaders in January, and ASC agreed to provide space for the special program. With 
permission from BJS, JRSA was able to cover staff time under a BJS grant, and staff worked 
with Gest to organize four panels for the ASC conference in Washington, DC in November.  A 
summary document of the sessions will be prepared and disseminated. 
 

 
MEETINGS AND CONFERENCES 

 
Prison Rape Elimination Act Project 
Under the Prison Rape Elimination Act (PREA), the Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS) is 
required to collect national data on the incidence and prevalence of sexual assault in adult and 
juvenile correctional facilities. From 2005 through 2010, JRSA coordinated eight workshops for 
BJS, convening experts to assist with the planning, development, and implementation of surveys 
in both adult and juvenile facilities. The final workshop under the project took place October 21, 
2010 in Washington, DC, and convened juvenile facility directors from several states to discuss 
experiences of the National Survey of Youths in Custody (NSYC) and the next steps.  JRSA 
handled all the logistics and prepared and submitted the final report for the project to BJS.   
 
ASUCRP National Conferences 
With funding from BJS, JRSA provided support for the 2010 national conference of the 
Association of State UCR Programs (ASUCRP) in Boston in November by providing funding 
for travel-related expenses for UCR state program representatives.  Staff sent a solicitation for 
travel assistance to ASUCRP members, handled travel arrangements, and processed travel 
reimbursements.  BJS is providing similar support to ASUCRP  for its 2012 conference through 
a grant to JRSA.  That conference will be held in Baltimore in April 2012 in conjunction with a 
BJS/JRSA conference on the use of administrative records (see below). JRSA worked with 
ASUCRP on the logistics for their meeting 
 
National Corrections Reporting Program Workshop 
JRSA received funding from BJS to coordinate the first conference of state data providers for the 
National Corrections Reporting Program (NCRP).  The meeting took place March 22-24 in 
Baltimore.  A meeting of the Institutional Corrections Research Network, sponsored by the 
National Institute of Corrections (NIC), was held in conjunction with the NCRP meeting.  JRSA 
worked with BJS to plan the agenda and invite participants.  For the states that did not plan to 
send a representative, JRSA invited the SAC director to represent the state at the meeting.  JRSA 
handled travel, hotel, onsite logistics, and follow-up.  Staff also worked with the NIC meeting 
contractor to coordinate all facets of the joint portion of the meeting. 
 
2011 Annual Business Meeting  
Because a 2011 national conference is not being held, JRSA had to determine how to handle the 
annual business meeting of SAC directors, which is required by the Association’s bylaws.  Staff 
worked with the Executive Committee to explore options, and then planned a webinar and 
teleconference of SAC directors for October 19. The annual SAC awards for publications and 
technology, usually presented at the conference, will be presented during the webinar. Staff 
managed the award selection processes. 
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2012 Meeting of the States on the Use of Administrative Records  
JRSA is working with BJS to convene a meeting of state criminal justice agencies on using 
administrative records for statistical analysis and reporting. The meeting will be held in 
Baltimore, Maryland on April 26-27, 2012.  JRSA staff met with the BJS director and staff 
throughout the year to discuss ideas for the meeting, surveyed the SACs regarding their current 
use of administrative data and topics they would like to see discussed at the meeting, and 
prepared a summary of the survey results.  A second SAC survey was prepared to determine 
whether SAC directors would attend the meeting, whom they would like to invite from their 
states, and whether they have ideas for presentations, and responses to that survey are currently 
being compiled.  A draft agenda was developed for the meeting based on input from BJS and the 
SACs. An email notifying SACs about the conference and requesting that they nominate 
participants from their states was sent to the SACs. JRSA staff negotiated and signed a contract 
with the Sheraton Inner Harbor Hotel in Baltimore, MD.  Participation will be by invitation only. 
 
BJS/JRSA 2012 National Conference   
The Executive Committee discussed potential sites for the BJS/JRSA national conference in the 
fall of 2012.  JRSA staff researched the sites and explored possible hotels. 
 

 
RESEARCH 

 
BJA Center for Program Evaluation and Performance Measurement 
Funded by the Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA), this project provides information on program 
evaluation and performance measurement in order to improve evaluation efforts at the state and 
local levels, with emphasis on program areas funded under the Byrne Justice Assistance Grant 
Program.  The Web-based Center for Program Evaluation and Performance Measurement 
provides general evaluation information as well as information on evaluating specific programs 
and initiatives. Staff revised the Reentry program area, and completed new program areas on 
Offender-based Policing Strategies and Residential Substance Abuse Treatment (RSAT).  
Revisions to the Sex Offender program area and a new program area on Geographic-based 
Policing Strategies are in progress.  Staff drafted a resource entitled Outcome Evaluation 
Research Reports: A Guide for Practitioners and are awaiting final review by BJA. A second 
resource, an interactive tool on how to write a good performance measure, has been drafted and 
is being reviewed.  Staff  compiled around 60 evaluations conducted or sponsored by the SACs 
between 2005 and 2010 for a publication entitled Profiles of Programs Evaluated by Statistical 
Analysis Centers.  Technical assistance, consisting of reviewing the agency evaluation plan and 
providing feedback, was provided to the South Carolina Department of Probation, Parole, and 
Pardon Services. The Evaluation News newsletter was produced and disseminated each month.   
 
Criminal History Records Recidivism Database 
JRSA has a small subaward from NORC to assist them with their BJS award to develop a 
criminal history records database that BJS will use for recidivism studies. Staff provided NORC 
with crosswalk information for offense codes found in state criminal history records, and 
provided information for contacts in the states for NORC’s follow-up questions. 
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Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault (DVSA) Data Resource Center 
This project, being funded by BJS as part of JRSA’s State Justice Statistics grant, is designed to 
gather and disseminate information about domestic violence and sexual assault data collection 
systems in the states.  The resource center is maintained as a project Web site on JRSA’s site.  
Staff updated information from Statistical Analysis Center directors, Uniform Crime Reporting 
program managers, Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Coalition staff, and other state agency 
staff.  Staff completed a crosswalk of agencies and contacts in an effort to identify where there 
are relevant agencies that do not have valid contact email addresses in the DVSA database, and 
continue to update the list.  Dashboard software was examined for possible inclusion in the Web 
site, in order to present snapshots of data currently being collected in the states.  Staff visited 
SAC Web sites for all NIBRS states to check for new reports and available data, and these were 
added to the state profiles. 
 
Evidence-Based Programs and Practices 
JRSA received a new award from BJA to promote and sustain the use of research and evidence-
based practices and programs (EBPs) by State Administering Agencies (SAAs). The project, 
being done in partnership with the National Criminal Justice Association, will consist of a survey 
of SAA administrators to determine their agencies' current use of EBPs, coupled with a review of 
relevant research on utilization of EBPs in criminal justice. Based on the findings of these 
efforts, staff will develop a self-assessment tool that can be used by SAAs to determine what 
steps they should take to improve their use of EBPs and to sustain EBPs developed. Dr. Carrie 
Williamson was hired in January to work on this project. An interview form for SAA directors 
was developed and approved by JRSA’s IRB. Phone interviews were conducted with 43 SAA 
directors, and their responses are being summarized in a report to be submitted to BJA. Staff will 
be attending the NCJA Board meeting in October to present the survey findings, and are in the 
process of reviewing the literature on the implementation of evidence-based programs and 
practices.  
 
Improving State Criminal History Records Through Analysis 
This BJS-funded project is designed to provide SACs with the ability to develop the capacity to 
obtain and analyze their state’s criminal history records, or in the case of SACs that already have 
this capacity, to participate in coordinated studies of key justice issues using criminal history 
data.  Staff produced an article for The JRSA Forum summarizing the findings of the five SACs 
(Arizona, Connecticut, Delaware, Iowa, and New York) that received awards to examine case 
processing of felony offenders. The data from the SAC projects was provided to BJS.  
 
Incident-Based Reporting (IBR) Center Web Site 
This project, funded under the BJS State Justice Statistics grant, provides information to 
facilitate analysis of incident-based crime data in general and data from the National Incident-
Based Crime Reporting System (NIBRS) in particular.  It provides subawards to SACs to 
produce analyses of incident-based data that would serve as models for other states.  SAC and 
Uniform Crime Reporting Program staff continuously sent state updates that were used by JRSA 
staff to updated the Web site.  Final reports were received from the New Mexico, Ohio, and 
South Carolina SACs to complete their IBRRC projects and were posted on the Web site.  No-
cost extensions were granted to the New York and West Virginia SACs to complete their final 
reports.  An RFP for another round of projects was sent to SACs in January.  The NIBRS data 
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for 2009 were requested and received from the FBI, then read into SPSS and used to update the 
state profiles section and any analysis examples posted this year.  A second request for proposals 
for another round of SAC IBR projects was sent to states.  Proposals were received and 
evaluated by JRSA and BJS staff, and additional information was requested from several SACs. 
 
Juvenile Accountability Block Grants (JABG) Technical Support Center & Native 
American Pass-Through Calculation Web Site 
The JABG program provides funding to states and localities for a variety of juvenile justice-
related initiatives.  The authorizing legislation requires a formula for state distribution of funds to 
localities based on local crime and justice system expenditures.  JRSA works with BJS and the 
Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP) to maintain the JABG Technical 
Support Center, a Web site that provides local allocation amounts to the states via spreadsheets, 
as well as additional information on the JABG initiative.  In January, staff updated the 10-year-
old HTML code on the Web site.  The new coding allows all of the pages to be updated 
simultaneously and will greatly reduce the time it takes to make changes as the new allocation 
information is posted each year.  The changes also updated the look of the page, giving it a more 
contemporary appearance. 
 
In anticipation of calculating the 2011 awards, staff requested the following data:  2009 Uniform 
Crime Reporting data (received from the FBI);  Public Finance Data (Bureau of the Census); and 
2007 Census of Governments data (the full data set).  Formula allocations were calculated using 
new crime and expenditure data, and the list of awards for each state is being created.  New this 
year, a list of large changes and a list of localities that were funded last year but not this year are 
being created for the Web site.  As the state pages are created, state administrators are notified 
that the information is available for viewing.  JRSA staff met with staff from OJJDP and BJS to 
discuss possible additional project tasks.  It was agreed that JRSA will reach out to states to 
determine whether additional sources of juvenile data are available and, if they are, evaluate the 
data to establish whether they would be a viable option for use in calculating future allocations.  
 
As an additional task, OJJDP requested JRSA develop a formula and a Web-based resource 
center for the OJJDP tribal youth pass-through requirement of their formula grants program.  
Staff obtained 2010 Census estimates for state juvenile populations and juvenile populations on 
Native American Land areas and are comparing these data to the estimates used to calculate the 
formulas last year.  JRSA obtained data from the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) from their 
recently-completed American Indian Population and Labor Force Survey, which would update 
the data collected in 2005. JRSA staff analyzed the data and found multiple problems. BIA 
confirmed that the data should not be used, and indicated staff were making efforts to re-collect 
the data from the tribes. As a result, JRSA calculated allocations for next fiscal year using the 
same method as last year, with updates based on new state allocation amounts and new estimates 
of youth populations. JRSA staff will continue to explore the use of juvenile tribal population 
data from the BIA survey, as well as 2010 Census data when they are released, for next year’s 
calculations. 
 
National Crime Victimization Survey Subnational Estimates Product Vetting  
JRSA received a new award from BJS to assist the agency with obtaining user feedback on 
methods for developing and disseminating data from state and local crime estimates based on the 
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National Crime Victimization Survey (NCVS).   JRSA will work with BJS to identify potential 
users at the federal, state and local levels and convene meetings with these groups to obtain 
feedback on how subnational estimates would be used.  Staff met with BJS Director Lynch and 
BJS staff to discuss the project and user group meetings. The first meeting—of other federal 
agencies that publish state and local estimates based on national survey data—is tentatively 
scheduled for November 10, 2011. 
 
National Juvenile Justice Evaluation Center 
JRSA received a new award from the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention to 
provide information and technical assistance to states and localities in juvenile justice evaluation 
and performance measurement. The project will involve a survey of state and local grantees to 
assess evaluation capabilities and needs, evaluation-related publications, and a Web-based 
evaluation resource center. Dr. Carrie Williamson was hired in January to work on this project. 
Staff completed development of online surveys to assess the evaluation-related needs of states, 
localities, and tribes. Staff obtained contact information for OJJDP grantees and emailed the 
survey to over 2,200 state, local and tribal grant recipients of OJJDP funds. A total of 955 
completed surveys have been received to date, and staff are compiling the responses in a report 
to go to OJJDP.  
 
A Web site for the project (www.jrsa.org/njjec) was developed and went live in June. The Web 
site contains information about the project, along with publications, trainings and presentations, 
and evaluation and evidence-based practices resources. A tutorial on basic evaluation is being 
prepared for inclusion on the Web site. Staff are also planning a series of three webinars on 
“Evaluation 101.” An outline for the webinars was provided to OJJDP, and staff are searching 
for a viable date to hold the first webinar. Staff prepared and delivered a workshop on evaluation 
and performance measurement to participants of the Association of Missing and Exploited 
Children Organizations annual conference in Tampa, FL, and as a follow- up to this technical 
assistance, reviewed and commented on the program logic model of one of the attendees. JRSA 
staff are preparing a preconference seminar, poster session, and project display table for the 
OJJDP national conference in October in National Harbor, Maryland. 

 
Parole Revocation Study  
BJS provided funding to JRSA for a multistate study of the characteristics of parole revocations. 
The study is examining quantitative and qualitative factors related to parole violations and 
revocations.  Final reports and datasets were received from the Maine, New Mexico, Oregon, 
Utah and Wyoming SACs. An article summarizing the findings of the states’ studies was 
published in the June 2011 issue of The JRSA Forum. Staff are currently working on the final 
report that will be submitted to BJS.  
 
PCCD Evaluation and Research Support Services 
In January 2008, JRSA began a project to provide evaluation and research assistance to the 
Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency (PCCD) to help them improve their ability 
to produce meaningful information on the performance of funded projects.  The primary 
component of this collaborative evaluation/research support effort is the development of a 
process for the selection, submission, analysis, and use of performance measurement data by 
PCCD. Staff reviewed and revised over 1,300 PCCD-developed performance measures and 
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drafted a report detailing the results of the audit. Staff met with PCCD executive staff and 
representatives of each of the offices at PCCD in Harrisburg, PA to review the results of the 
performance measure audit and answer any questions about the recommendations resulting from 
the audit. Staff completed a report on the results of the audit and sent it to PCCD for review. 
JRSA is awaiting further input from PCCD on our proposed future activities, which include 
answering follow-up questions about the audit and providing some guidance on performance 
measures for PCCD’s next report to the governor. 
 
Utah Youth and Families with Promise Program Evaluation 
Under this multiyear project funded by the National Institute of Justice, JRSA is conducting an 
evaluation of the Utah Youth and Families with Promise (YFP) program, a statewide mentoring 
program. Working with the Utah SAC, JRSA is assessing the long-term effects of the program 
on youth participants and their families by comparing participants’ self-reported delinquency and 
school achievement, as well as official records of these factors, to those of a comparison group of 
juveniles. Data collection for the program and comparison groups ended in December. Project 
staff entered all school and court data and are in the process of analyzing the data and writing the 
final project report for NIJ.  
 
Institutional Review Board 
Staff continued to provide support for JRSA’s Institutional Review Board (IRB).  The 
IRB met to review and approve the surveys being used for the BJA Evidence-Based Practices 
project and the NJJEC project, and renewed approval of the Utah YFP Evaluation project. 
 
 

WEED AND SEED DATA CENTER PROJECT 
 

This project collects and analyzes program performance data from local Weed and Seed sites 
under a contract with the Office of Justice Programs Community Capacity Development Office 
(CCDO).  Government Performance and Results Act (GPRA) reports from nearly 300 
sites/communities, along with computer-based maps and demographic information, are made 
available to the national Weed and Seed community and the general public via a JRSA-
maintained Web site.  JRSA has provided these services as well as technical assistance to the 
CCDO staff and grantees since 1997.  The Weed and Seed Program was terminated in June 
2011, with responsibility for the contract transferred to BJA, and support for the JRSA project 
will terminate in March 2012. 
 
FY2010 Government Performance and Results Act (GPRA) Forms Processing.  Staff 
concluded verification of submitted data and notification of CCDO and site personnel regarding 
non-submitted GPRAs or those with missing or questionable entries, and made corrections based 
on this review process.  Staff generated final versions of the GPRA reports, and created 
computer-based maps and custom demographic data tables for each Weed and Seed site.  
Information for 275 sites/communities was published as the final data set for the 2010 GPRAs.   
 
FY2011 Government Performance and Results Act (GPRA) Forms Processing.  An analysis 
of past GPRA reporting issues and emerging concerns was done in preparation for revisions for 
FY2011.  No changes were made to the form beyond annual updates of specified time periods 
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and other appropriate modifications for currency. After creating, testing, and publishing 
electronic and hardcopy versions of the FY2011 GPRA forms, JRSA staff provided technical 
assistance to local site staff completing the annual reports; managed the GPRA submissions 
process, which included electronic, fax, and hardcopy reports; and began verification of the 
submitted documents.  For FY2011, staff are collecting and analyzing GPRA data for 115 sites. 
 
Weed and Seed Data Center Web Site.  Staff completed the addition of the FY2010 GPRA 
dataset and related map and demographic files to the Web site, including reviews by local site 
staff to ensure accuracy of the materials. Other Web site maintenance tasks were carried out as 
needed. JRSA staff continued to search for relevant evaluation studies and other materials that 
may be appropriate for inclusion on the Data Center Web site.   
 
Weed and Seed Site Contact Online Directory.  Staff continued to update contact information 
for all sites with incomplete or outdated records, and performed general maintenance on the 
system. 
 
Weed and Seed National Evaluation 
Under a grant from the Community Capacity Development Office (CCDO), JRSA managed a 
national evaluation of the Weed and Seed program.  RTI International was chosen by a peer-
review process to conduct the 30-month evaluation.  With the submission of RTI’s final report in 
September 2010, work began on disseminating this document and other follow-up activities by 
the JRSA staff.  An extension of the Weed and Seed Data Center Web Site was planned for 
public access to the evaluation study documents, and JRSA staff began developing the technical 
materials for user interfaces and online queries of documents and data.  With the termination of 
the federal funding for the Weed and Seed program and the transfer of administrative 
responsibilities from CCDO to BJA, further development of online tools was halted.  Instead, 
BJA approved a training workshop focused on using evaluation information for the sustainability 
of local Weed and Seed strategies.  The workshop will take place in November 2011 in 
Washington, DC and will involve participants from 15 sites.  The JRSA staff prepared a revised 
project plan, conducted recruitment efforts among the local sites, reviewed the applications to 
select eligible attendees, developed an agenda, and began logistical preparations for the 
workshop.   
 
Ad Hoc Information Requests.  During the year, staff responded to a variety of information 
requests and calls for data from CCDO.  

 
INTERORGANIZATIONAL ACTIVITIES 

 
American Society of Criminology.  JRSA and Criminal Justice Journalists worked with ASC to 
organize a series of panels for the 2011 ASC conference in Washington, DC in November on 
“Bridging the Gap between Research and Practice.” 
 
Association of State Uniform Crime Reporting Programs. Staff attended the annual 
conference in Boston in November.  
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Bureau of Justice Assistance. Staff attended the BJA annual conference in Washington, DC in 
December.  Several staff also participated in a technical assistance room, where they distributed 
information and answered questions about the BJA Center for Program Evaluation and 
Performance Measurement, which is managed by JRSA. 
 
Coalition for Juvenile Justice.  Staff attended the annual conference in Washington, DC in 
May, and made an announcement about the new National Juvenile Justice Evaluation Center 
project at a plenary session and distributed literature about the project. 
 
Criminal Justice Forum.  Staff attended eight meetings of this group of government affairs 
staff from justice-related organizations.  
 
Federal Computer Games and Simulation Software Summit.  Staff attended a two-day 
conference in January sponsored by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) to discuss use of computer games and simulations for public education and professional 
training.   
 
Jerry Lee Crime Prevention Symposium. Staff attended the 11th annual symposium on “Less 
Prison, More Policing: A State-Federal Initiative” in Washington, DC in May.  
 
National Academy of Sciences. Staff attended a meeting in August held in Washington DC on 
the Academy’s report, “Strengthening the National Institute of Justice.” 
 
National Committee on Community Corrections.  Staff attended the NCCC meeting in 
February, which featured presentations on DOJ’s Justice Reinvestment Initiative, the Public 
Safety Performance Project of the Pew Center on the States, and “Right on Crime.” 
 
National Criminal Justice Association. JRSA met with NCJA staff to discuss our social 
networking efforts, and advise them on issues such as time management and prioritizing content 
when they were planning to start their initiative. Staff also worked with NCJA to develop a 
proposal on innovative practices in the states in response to a BJA solicitation. 
 
National Institute of Justice. Staff attended the annual NIJ Research Conference in Arlington, 
VA in June, and presented on the Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Data Resource Center.  
 
Office of Justice Programs.   Staff attended the first meeting of the newly appointed OJP 
Science Advisory Board in January. 
 
Publication Meetings. Staff participated in a webinar hosted by Allen Press on publication 
archiving in July, and attended an Association Media and Publishing seminar in April in 
Washington, DC on how small associations can better manage the mix of new media. 
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MEMBERSHIP 
 

Justice Research and Policy Journal 
Staff published the Volume 12, No. 2, 2010, issue of Justice Research and Policy, which 
contained a special section on juvenile justice guest-edited by Phillip Stevenson, Arizona SAC 
Director, and Nancy Rodriguez, Associate Professor, Arizona State University.  Partial contents 
of Volume 13, No. 1, 2011, were published, with more articles to be added as they are accepted.  
Planning began for two special issues in 2012—one on community corrections and one on 
evidence-based policy. Staff and the Executive Committee also began discussions about 
changing the journal’s approach to publishing policy-relevant research so that JRP can better 
serve JRSA’s members and the wider justice community.  
 
JRP Digest 
JRP Digest is an electronic summary of the JRP journal.  Two issues, based on the two JRP 
issues published in 2010, were created and emailed to SACs, state distribution lists, JRSA 
members, staff of other justice organizations, and select federal officials. Distribution lists for 
state officials, which are supplied by each state’s SAC, were updated. 

 
Training, Technical Assistance, and Technology Committee 
Staff provided support to the Committee for its telephone meetings to plan the annual SAC Web 
Site Award and Technical Innovation Recognition Award.  Prior to conducting the two awards 
processes, the Committee reviewed and approved the judging criteria and procedures with some 
modifications to the rules and criteria for the Web Site Award.  The ineligibility period for past 
winners was extended from one to three years and specific points for innovation and creativity 
were added to the judging criteria.  The judging procedures employed in past years were 
followed again.  The winners will be announced during the JRSA Annual Business Meeting. 
 
Research Committee 
Staff provided information on previous years’ submissions for the Hoke award as part of the 
committee’s review of the award and criteria. Staff provided draft changes in language for the 
award judging for the committee to review, and organized and participated in two conference 
calls.  
 
Data and Information Sharing Committee 
Staff facilitated a committee conference call to discuss various data and information sharing 
initiatives, including the FBI’s National Data Exchange (N-DEx) project, the National Incident-
Based Reporting System, state fusion centers, the Global initiative, and the Association of State 
Uniform Crime Reporting Programs national conference. 
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ADMINISTRATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
 
Financial Audit.  JRSA prepared for the annual financial audit by an independent auditor. The 
audit was completed in September; JRSA received a excellent (“unqualified”) opinion. 
 
OJP Financial Monitoring Audit.  The Office of Justice Programs performed a financial 
monitoring audit of numerous grants, and found that the JRSA accounting system and records 
provide adequate internal controls for accurate financial reporting. 
 
Personnel.  We advertised a Research Associate position, screened and interviewed, candidates, 
and hired Carrie Williamson to work primarily on the new BJA and OJJDP projects. We also 
interviewed candidates for an Administrative Assistant position and hired Susannah Sanford to 
start August 1. 
 
Lease.   JRSA renewed the sublease of the North American Spine Society for another year, 
through March 15, 2012. 
 
Membership/Meeting Database.   Staff researched options for a more user-friendly, less 
expensive database system for managing member services and meetings. 
 
Proposals Submitted and Funded 
 

•  BJS/JRSA 2012 National Conference. Bureau of Justice Statistics, May 2011. 
• Information Services and SAC/SJS Support Program and to Support the ASUCRP 2011 

National Conference. Bureau of Justice Statistics, May 2011. 
• Continuation of the National Juvenile Justice Evaluation Center. Office of Juvenile 

Justice and Delinquency Prevention, June 2011. 
• National Crime Victimization Survey Redesign: Vetting Products of Subnational 

Estimates. Bureau of Justice Statistics, July 2011. 
 

Proposals Submitted and Not Funded 
 

• Role of Mentor Relationship Quality in Determining Mentoring Best Practices for At-
Risk Youth: An Extension of a Longitudinal Study. Office of Juvenile Justice and 
Delinquency Prevention. March 2011. 

• Improving Decision Support Tools for State Administering Agencies:  A Multistate Pilot 
Project. Bureau of Justice Assistance, April 2011. 

• Innovative Approaches for Meeting the Needs of Individuals with Limited English 
Proficiency in the Criminal Justice System, Bureau of Justice Assistance, April 2011 

• Data Collection for the Arrest-Related Deaths (ARD) Program, 2011-2013. Bureau of 
Justice Statistics, June 2011. 


