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NIBRS is the “new standard” for data

Replacement for summary UCR
Generated from local department’s record 
management system
Contains detailed information on crimes, 
victims, offenders, arrestees, property
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Acceptance and Implementation Issues

After 20+ years, limited coverage
At the local level:

NIBRS requires more effort
Output of NIBRS data collection ‘obscure’
Departments have limited resources (personnel, fiscal)

At the state and national level:
Typically converted to summary format

At the researcher level:
Not a lot of analysis and interpretation
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As a result….

Not a lot of push to convert to NIBRS
Not a great deal of analysis and 
interpretation
Not much understanding of limitations, 
weaknesses, caveats
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What is needed 

A way to make NIBRS more meaningful 
for local police 
A way to present it to data collectors and 
data users in a more timely and useable 
way
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How to make NIBRS Useful – Pt 1

Massachusetts added incident address to 
the data set

Allows mapping
But not a great deal of utilization at the local level
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How to make NIBRS Useful – Pt 2

Contracted with ‘Beyond 20/20’ to develop 
web presentation application
“CrimeSOLV” – Statewide On-Line Viewer

Takes NIBRS data, generates data cubes
Comes with 30+ standard tables and charts
Gives users the ability to create new reports or 
modify existing ones
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How to make NIBRS Useful – Pt 2 con’t

However – this is not enough
Most police do not have crime analysis 
units or trained personnel
Most police are short-staffed
The Beyond 20/20 application is full-
featured

Which means –a little hard to use



Commonwealth Fusion Center
Crime Reporting Unit

Steps Toward Meaningful Data

The Crime Reporting Unit knows that 
police RMS can’t ‘catch’ all data quality 
issues

Illogical values and nonsensical data can slip 
through
FBI can find many of these, but the turn-around 
time can be 6-12-18 months

We’re developed a number of Data Quality 
reports in CrimeSOLV:
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Can NIBRS Do Crime Analysis?

Uniform collection of data
Easy access to multiple agency’s data
Drillthrough to case specific data
Useful as a pointer file for further followup
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Annual Survey of Police Departments

307 respondents (6,027,000 population)
129 say they do ‘crime mapping’
42 say they do ‘crime analysis’ (2,546,777)

Of these, only 20 have full-time crime analysts 
(1,919,000)

This problem provides an opportunity 
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Develop An ‘Annual Report’ Series



Commonwealth Fusion Center
Crime Reporting Unit



Commonwealth Fusion Center
Crime Reporting Unit



Commonwealth Fusion Center
Crime Reporting Unit



Commonwealth Fusion Center
Crime Reporting Unit

Conclusions:

A statewide program is not a replacement 
for local analysis
But NIBRS data provides an opportunity 
for state programs to offer assistance to 
many police agencies
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