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Sex Offender Recidivism RatesSex Offender Recidivism Rates

•• What has come to be termed as What has come to be termed as ““the low the low 
base rate problembase rate problem”” has traditionally has traditionally 
plagued sex offender recidivism studies plagued sex offender recidivism studies 
((QuinseyQuinsey, 1980). As noted previously, lack , 1980). As noted previously, lack 
of reporting, or underreporting, is higher in of reporting, or underreporting, is higher in 
crimes of sexual violence than general crimes of sexual violence than general 
criminal violence and may contribute to the criminal violence and may contribute to the 
low base rate problem.  (Dr. Tim Bynum, low base rate problem.  (Dr. Tim Bynum, 
Recidivism of Sex OffendersRecidivism of Sex Offenders, Center for , Center for 
Sex Offender Management, 2001.)Sex Offender Management, 2001.)



Sex Offender Recidivism RatesSex Offender Recidivism Rates

•• Hanson and Hanson and BrussiBrussièèrere’’ss 1998 meta1998 meta-- 
analysis found that the observed sex analysis found that the observed sex 
offense recidivism rate of sex offense recidivism rate of sex 
offenders ranges from 10 to 15 offenders ranges from 10 to 15 
percent after 5 years.percent after 5 years.
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•• Recidivism of sex offenders released Recidivism of sex offenders released 
in 1994in 1994 (BJS 2003) reported that (BJS 2003) reported that 
5.3% of sex offenders (men who had 5.3% of sex offenders (men who had 
previously committed a rape or previously committed a rape or 
sexual assault) were rearrested for sexual assault) were rearrested for 
another sex crime within 3 years another sex crime within 3 years 
following their release.following their release.
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•• Recidivism of Delaware Juvenile Sex Recidivism of Delaware Juvenile Sex 
Offenders Released in 2001Offenders Released in 2001 (SAC (SAC 
2007) reported that 27 percent of sex 2007) reported that 27 percent of sex 
offenders were rearrested for another offenders were rearrested for another 
sex offense within 3 years. sex offense within 3 years. 
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Sex Offender Recidivism RatesSex Offender Recidivism Rates

•• Recidivism of Delaware Juvenile Sex Recidivism of Delaware Juvenile Sex 
Offenders Released in 2001Offenders Released in 2001 (SAC (SAC 
2007) reported that 27 percent of sex 2007) reported that 27 percent of sex 
offenders were rearrested for another offenders were rearrested for another 
sex offense within 3 years.sex offense within 3 years.

•• Juvenile sex offenders released from Juvenile sex offenders released from 
FY03 to FY06 had a sex offense FY03 to FY06 had a sex offense 
recidivism rate ranging from 12 to 25 recidivism rate ranging from 12 to 25 
percent within 3 years.  (SAC 2009)percent within 3 years.  (SAC 2009)



Sex Offender DefinitionSex Offender Definition
•• Juvenile sex offenders were released duringJuvenile sex offenders were released during 

FY03FY03——FY08 from residential placement episodes FY08 from residential placement episodes 
to the community from  to the community from  
•• a detention center after being adjudicated of a a detention center after being adjudicated of a 

sex offense to juvenile probation, Aftercare, or sex offense to juvenile probation, Aftercare, or 
adult probation,adult probation,

•• Level IV sex offender programs,Level IV sex offender programs,
•• other Level IV programs like other Level IV programs like MowldsMowlds Cottage, Cottage, 

Chamberlain Academy, VQ Boot Camp,Chamberlain Academy, VQ Boot Camp,
•• the Department of Correction, orthe Department of Correction, or
•• Child Mental HealthChild Mental Health’’s Middletown Manor RTCs Middletown Manor RTC



Juvenile Sex OffenderJuvenile Sex Offender’’s Time Ats Time At--RiskRisk
Time atTime at--risk is adjusted for readmissions to secure risk is adjusted for readmissions to secure 
residential settingsresidential settings
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Any rearrest, CJIS and FACTS 1/21/09, DOC 11/17/08.



2 Year Sex Offender Recidivism Rates 2 Year Sex Offender Recidivism Rates 

CY01 FY03 FY04 FY05 FY06
0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

23%
17% 18%

11%
20%

36%

30%
38%

28%
20%

Any Sex Offense Rearrest Any Other Rearrest

Any rearrest, CJIS and FACTS 1/21/09, DOC 11/17/08.  
Recidivism of Sex Offenders released in 2001, SAC 2007.
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http://sac.omb.delaware.gov

http://sac.omb.delaware.gov/
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