
1

Juvenile Delinquency Referral Trends
in Multnomah County

David Koch
Assistant Director

Multnomah County Department of 
Community Justice

Juvenile Services Division

Department of Community Justice 
Mission

Enhance community safety
Reduce criminal activity
Hold clients accountable in a fair & just 
manner
Assist with developing skills for success
Effectively use public resources
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Juvenile Crime Trends

Criminanal Referrals for Juveniles 
in Multnomah County 

2001 - 2007
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Juvenile Crime – Local vs. National

Multnomah 
Percent Rate 

Change

National 
Percent Rate 

Change

Type 2006 2007 2005 2006 2006-2007 2005-2006
Person 841 749 78,857 82,201 -10.93% 4.24%
Property 1,921 1,856 391,799 388,250 -3.38% -0.91%
Drug 191 132 140,779 143,368 -30.89% 1.84%
Weapons 107 126 32,733 34,324 17.76% 4.86%
Other 1,090 829 264,639 277,889 -23.95% 5.01%
Total 4,150 3,692 908,807 926,032 -11.04% 1.90%

Multnomah County # of 
Criminal Referrals

National Statistics 
Estimated # of Aressts (Age 

10 - 17)
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Juvenile Arrest Rates

Juvenile Crime Arrests Per 1000
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Juvenile Arrest Rates

Juvenile Violent Crime Arrests Per 1000
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2007

2006
Population by Race for 12-17 yr. olds in 

Multnomah County, 2005  Pop. ests.:

African-Amer. 4,655    (9.6%)

Asian 3,600    (7.4%)

Hispanic 5,612  (11.5%)

White 34,118   (70.1%)

Native-Amer.        667     (1.4%)
__________________________
Total                  48,652  (100%)

Unduplicated 
Youth Referred 
with Criminal 

Charges
2,743

806   (29.3%)
103   (  3.8%)
314   (11.4%)

1,478   (53.9%)
42    ( 1.5%)

DRI Score*
3.05
.51
.99
.77
1.07

*DRI = Disproportionate Representation Index (Over-rep >1; Under-rep <1)

Population by Race for 12-17 yr. olds in 
Multnomah County, 2006  Pop. ests.:

African-Amer. 4,760    (9.7%)

Asian 3,915    (7.9%)

Hispanic 6,241    (12.7%)

White 33,837     (68.7%)

Native-Amer.        530     (1.1%)
__________________________
Total                  49,283  (100%)

Unduplicated 
Youth Referred 
with Criminal 

Charges
2,612

776   (29.7%)
103   (  3.9%)
380   (14.5%)

1,311   (50.2%)
42    ( 1.6%)

DRI Score*
3.06
.49
1.14
.73
1.45

*DRI = Disproportionate Representation Index (Over-rep >1; Under-rep <1)

Unduplicated Youth Referred to Multnomah County’s Juvenile Justice System with 
Criminal Charges Compared to All Youth in Multnomah County

Total
Criminal 
Referrals

3,944

Paper 
Referrals

3,185
(80.8%)

Released
550

(72.0%)

Detained
209

(28.0%)

African-Amer.   1,455
Asian                    126
Hispanic               431
White                1,873
Native-Amer.         59

Brought 
to

Detention
759

(19.2%)

124 (36.7%)
10 (38.5%)
17 (22.7%)
55 (17.7%)

3 (33.0%)

1,117  (76.8%)
100  (79.4%)
356  (78.9%)

1,562  (82.6%)
50  (84.7%)

338 (23.2%)
26 (20.6%)
75 (17.4%)

311 (16.6%)
9 (15.3%) 214 (63.3%)

16 (61.5%)
58(77.3%)

256 (82.3%)
6 (67.0%)

Total
Criminal 
Referrals

3,518

Paper 
Referrals

2,931
(83.3%)

Released
439

(74.8%)

Detained
148

(25.2%)

African-Amer.   1,194
Asian                    117
Hispanic               501
White                1,645
Native-Amer.         61

Brought 
to

Detention
587

(16.7%)

76(33.2%)
4 (23.5%)

16 (16.8%)
47 (20.3%)

5 (33.0%)

965  (80.8%)
100  (85.5%)
406  (81.0%)

1,414  (86.0%)
46 (75.4%)

229 (19.2%)
17 (14.5%)
95 (19.0%)

231 (14.0%)
15 (24.6%) 153 (66.8%)

13 (76.5%)
79(83.2%)

184 (79.7%)
10 (67.0%)

2006

2007

All Juvenile Criminal Referrals (Duplicated) 
Processed Through Multnomah County’s 
Detention Facility by Race (no M-11)
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2006

2007

African-Amer.    1,647
Asian                      146
Hispanic                450
White                  2,105
Native-Amer.          70 Court 

Dismissed
59

(17.6%)

Probation
464

(68.8%)

Commitment
to YCF

92
(13.6%)

Diversion/
Informal

1,976
(44.7%)

Closed/
Dismissed

1,767
(40.0%)

Adjudication
675

(15.3%)

Total 
Dispositions

4,418

635  (38.6%)
73  (50.0%)

208  (46.2%)
1,035 (49.2%)

25  (35.7%)

283  (17.2%)
21  (14.4%)
60  (13.3%)

292  (13.9%)
19  (27.1%)

34  (12.0%)
0    (0.0%)

10  (16.7%)
10  (24.0%)

5  (26.3%)

55  (19.4%)
0    (0.0%)
6  (10.0%)

28    (9.6%)
3  (15.8%)

194 (68.6%)
21 (100%)

44 (73.3%)
194 (66.4%)

11 (57.9%)

729  (44.3%)
52 (35.6%)

182 (40.4%)
778  (37.0%)

26  (37.1%)

African-Amer.   1,321
Asian                    128
Hispanic               514
White                1,762
Native-Amer.         66 Court 

Dismissed
193

(24.3%)

Probation
509

(64.1%)

Commitment
to YCF

92
(11.6%)

Diversion/
Informal

1,694
(44.7%)

Closed/
Dismissed

1,303
(34.4%)

Adjudication
794

(20.9%)

Total 
Dispositions

3,791

506  (38.6%)
75  (58.6%)

229  (44.6%)
852  (49.2%)
32   (48.5%)

305  (23.1%)
22  (17.2%)

116  (22.6%)
337  (19.1%)

14  (21.2%)

78  (25.6%)
6  (27.3%)

25  (21.6%)
79  (23.4%)

5  (35.7%)

62  (20.3%)
0    (0.0%)
8    (6.9%)

22    (6.5%)
0    (0.0%)

165  (68.6%)
16  (72.7%)
83  (71.6%)

236  (70.0%)
9  (64.3%)

510  (38.6%)
31 (24.2%)

169  (32.9%)
573  (32.5%)

20  (30.3%)

All Juvenile Criminal Referrals 
Processed Through Multnomah County’s 
Juvenile Justice System by Race

Juvenile Crime Disproportionality

Comparing Racial/Ethnic Breakout of Criminal Referrals 
to Youth Population in Multnomah County
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Juvenile Case Processing

Percentage of Referrals Dismissed In Court
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Juvenile Case Processing

Percentage of Referrals Committed to the Youth 
Correctional Facility
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DCJ Detain Rate by White/Minority 
Over Time:  1994 - 2006
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 Multnomah County Detention Intake and the Reception Center

Multnomah County Detention Intake Reception Center

Multnomah County Juvenile Recidivism 
2000 - 2006
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Recidivism on Pre-Trial Release

All Youth

No FTA or 
Reoffense, 

72%

No FTA or 
Reoffense, 

81%

New Offense, 
18%

Warrant, 10% Warrant, 10%

New Offense, 
9%

RAI 3r RAI 4

Recidivism on Pre-Trial Release

Black Youth

No FTA or 
Reoffense, 

67%

No FTA or 
Reoffense, 

76%

New Offense, 
23%

New Offense, 
13%

Warrant, 10% Warrant, 10%

RAI 3r RAI 4
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Recidivism on Pre-Trial Release

Hispanic Youth

No FTA or 
Reoffense, 

69%

No FTA or 
Reoffense, 

72%

New Offense, 
20%

New Offense, 
17%

Warrant, 11% Warrant, 11%

RAI 3r RAI 4

Recidivism on Pre-Trial Release

White Youth

No FTA or 
Reoffense, 

77%

No FTA or 
Reoffense, 

84%

New Offense, 
14%

Warrant, 9% Warrant, 11%
New Offense, 

5%

RAI 3r RAI 4
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Recidivism on Pre-Trial Release

Female Youth

No FTA or 
Reoffense, 

73%

No FTA or 
Reoffense, 

93%

New Offense, 
17%

Warrant, 10%
New Offense, 

2%

Warrant, 5%

RAI 3r RAI 4


